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INTRODUCING
OUR VILLAGE SERVICE DEPARTMENT

MARK WILHELM
WALTON HILLES STREET COMMISSIONER

Wilhelm started working for the Service Department in
September, 1975, He was appointad Street
Commissioner in March of 1986. As Street
Commissioner he supervises department employees and
oversees improvements and repairs to Village streets,
buildings and sewers. The purchase of equipment and
materials to maintain the streets and buildings is

also Mark’s responsibility. At each Council meeting
Wilhelm gives a Street Commissioner’s Report.

Wilthelm likes working for a amatl community. *It’s
nice when you know the residents and can talk to them
on 4 somewhat personal basls. We can't always

satisfy their needs, but we try to work out an : - -
alternative solution." MARK WILHELM

Currently the Service Department 13 completing its ‘94 road program which
includes improvements to TGY Park and resurfacing three village streets.
Starting October 10th Mark’s crew will start the leaf pick-up program
which continues until Thanksgiving,

He is a member of the Northern Ohio Service Directors Assaociation and the
American Public Works Assoclation. On the walls of Wilhelm’s office at
the Village Hall are displayed certificates from The Ohio State

University and Kent State University for workshop programs he has
completed,

Bernie Grams, Service Department Office Manager, relates, "It's great
being a part of Mark’s team. I especially enjoy the impression outsiders
have of our Village. We get compliments on our well-maintained,
litter-free landscapes, our clear and safe winter roadways, the American
flags flying along Alexander and Northfield Roads, and our Christmas
display. Mark is a dedicated and uncompromising person when it comes to
hls performance on the job, resulting in the smooth functioning of the
Service Department.”

Mark and his wife, Maura, live in Northfield Center with their three
children, Olivia, 4, Edward, 3 and Matthew {0 months, Mark grew up in
the Village; his mother, Jan, our ex-clerk, lives on McLellan Drive.
Among Mark’s hobbles are gardening and deer hunting. _ J-




INTRODUCING
OUR VILLAGE SERVICE DEPARTMENT

DAN STUCKY
WALTON HIiL LS ASSISTANT STREET COMMISSIONER
AND_ASSISTANT BUILDING INSPECTOR

Stucky became a full-time employee of the Service
Department in 1979, He was appointed Assistant
Street Commissioner in 1986 and Assistant Building
Inspector in 1990, Dan started working part-time for
the Village in the Summer of 1975, while attending
Kent State and Cuyahoga Community College.

Dan’s responsibilities for the Service Department
include supervising roadway projects and operating
Village equipment and snow removal trucks, His
duties within the Building Department include
building and zoning inspections and enforcing our
Village beautification ordinance.

DAN STUCKY

Stucky is most satisfied when he 1s able to solve residents’ problems or
requests in such a way that they feel the Village hasz given them the best
service it has to offer. He also enjoys bringing together the different
personalities he encounters {ie: resident and contractor) to form an
equitable solution to a problem they could not resolve.

Stucky is ever remindful of the advice Former Mayor Tom Young gave him.
“You‘re hired to serve the public. Give the best service you can within
your capabilities. It is easier to work with residents whan you take the
time to understand their concerna. As long as you give them the best
service possible, it becomes a win/win situation for both residents and
the village."

*1 honestly try to relate to the homeowners’ problems. [ want villagers
to feel they are getting the most for thelr tax dollars., If the Service
Department can't do everything people want, I try to explain why the
Village cannot offer the service. For the most part our residents are
very understanding,” states Stucky.

Dan enjoys golf, woodworking, landscaping, gardening and fatherhood. He
and his wife, Belinda (Blair}, reside in Richfield with their two
daughters, Amanda, 7, and Nicolette, 3. Dan and Belinda both grew up in
the Viliage; Dan’'s parents live on Hickory Drive and Belinda’s on Walton
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INTRODUCING
OUR VILLAGE SERVICE DEPARTMENT

"Our road crew consists of a small but competent and dedicated staff.
Time and again they have burned the midnight oil under unreasonable
conditions to keep our roads clear in the winter and ¢lean-up storm
damage in the summer, [ appreclate the cooperation they have given me as

Mayor,” says Ed Theilmann.

Asslsting Mark Wilhelm and Dan Stucky, working full-time in the Service
Department are Al Rondini, Dale Hanks, Brian Schroeder and Gary Wilner,

DALE HANKS
SERVICE DEPARTMENT

Hanks was hired In June, 1983 as a part-time road
crew member. A year later he began working
full-time. In Summer Dale operates the highway
mower, mowing the grass along the sides of the main
roads. He owns a house on Jefferson Drive and s
engaged to be married.

T

DALE HANKS

Al BONDINI
SERVICE DEPARTMENT

Rondlinl started working for the viliage part-time in
1982 and full-time in April, 1983, Rondini is in
charge of the summer crack sealing and road striping
road crew. He also maintains the village-owned smail
engines such as lawn mowers and chain saws. He lives
in Macedonia,
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OUR VILLAGE SERVICE DEPARTMENT

BRIAN SCHROEDER
SERVICE DEPARTMENT

Schroeder began working on the road crew in
September, 1986. His duties include grass cutting,
leaf pick-up, landscaping and operating the chipper,
Brian lives in Bedford now, but grew up in Walton
Hills. His parents, Bruce and Judy, live on Eghert
Road.
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LNER
SERVICE DEPARTMENT

Wilner started working for the department in August,
1989. A mechanic, he services and maintalns police
cars and other village vehicles. He does welding and
body work as needed. Wilner also designs and
fabricates metal when necessary. Gary regularly
attends the Ford Updating Workshops 50 hig education
is current about the Village-owned vehicles. Gary
lives in Twinsburg with his wife, Cheryl.

FRANK MAYCEN
JANITORIAL SERVICES

Maycen works part-time for the village, keeping the
interior of the Village Hall and Community Bullding
clean and tidy. He started working for Walton Hills
in October of 1982, first on the road crew, and soon
afterwards in his present position as office
maintenance man. Frank also works at the Northfield
Park Race Track. Maycen grew up in the Village; he
=g and his mother, Olga, live on Shaner Drive.
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JAN WILHELM

“The talent of success is nothing mare than doing what you do well; and doing well whatever
you do," so wrote Henry Wadsworth Longfellow,

For almost 24 years we in the Village of Walton Hills have relied on the work ethic and
advice of Clerk/Secretary Jan Wilhelm.

On May 3lst Wilhelm wiil retire, having served under four Mayors; Tom Young, Harry Mackey,
Jr., Bill Bosway and Ed Thelimann.

Former Mayor Tom Young reflects, “Walton Hills has been blessed with many dedicated public
officials and workers. Jan Wilhelm is at the top of that list for her ability, dedication

and desire to serve our community." Or in Mayor Ed Thellmann’s words, "Knowledgeable +
dependable = Jan.!

Currently Wilhelm holds two titles. Jan is the Village Clerk, an elected position, and
Village Secretary, an appointed job, As Clerk she is Clerk of Courts, Clerk of Council and
Village Finance Officer. As Secretary, she is both the Mayor’s secretary and office manager
at the Village Haill.

Jan started working for the village in 1969
as a part-time office employee, in the old
Village Hall. Her duties included
assisting In the building department,
helping as a police dispatcher, serving as
a police matron and assisting the Village
Clerk. '

As the village grew, so did Jan‘s
responsibilities. When Betty Walton
retired in 1974 Jan became the full-time
Village Secretary, per Mayor Tom Young's
request, Mayor Bill Bosway appointed Jan
Village Clerk in 1987 when Lois Lambert
retired from her elacted Clerk position.

Jan ran for the office of Village Clerk
twice, in 1987 and 1991, winning both
elections. “Just because I had no
opposition,” Jan laughs. Jan has served as
Clerk for almost six and a half years.

Jan Wilhelm

Jan and Bernie Wilhelm moved to Walton Hills in 1962, raising their three boys, Mark who is

d now 36, Steve now 34 and Dean whao is 30. All three boys worked on the village road crew when
’ teenagers, Mark continued to work for the village and is now the Waiton Hills Street
Commissioner. Jan and Bernie were married 34 years when Bernie died in 1990, They have
three grandchildren.

Retirement will mean a new life for Jan, Instead of long day and evening hours working at
the Village Hall, Jan will have time for leisure, She and her fiance, Peter Pender, are
planning a twao or three month trip to Alaska in a newly purchased 5th wheeler which will be
their home away from home,
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THE VILLAGE TREE LIGHTING TRADITION

On December 3" residents will gather for their 35% Annual Village Tree Lighting,

HOW the TRADITION STARTED

The proposal for a Village-wide Christmas party was the inspiration of three women of the Walton Hills Lake
Club. The Club had been sponsoring yearly Christmas parties for its member families at the Bedford YMCA, but they
wanted to open the event to all residents and have the party at the Village Hall.

The 1% Community Tree Lighting Celebration took place at the Village Hall in December, 1970. It was a huge
success, The consensus was, “This kind of gathering is & great way for villagers to get into the Spirit of Christinas.”

THE FIRST TREE LIGHTING PARTY
LILLIAN BLAIR and JANET STRONG organized the first Tree Lighting Ceremony, with lots of support and
assistance from villagers. “The children’s eyes lit up as Santa arrived in a police cruiser with the siren blaring, as we were
caroling around the Christmas tree,” recapped BLAIR in her Walton Hills Owl article. BETTY WALTON donated the tree
and members of the Police Department set up the tree and the lights.” The lights were turned on by Council President
WALT FEATHERSTUN. TOM SABO, Editor of the Ow/, printed sheets of Christmas Carols for the many attendees. The
“Boy Scouts assisted at the event.

After caroling everyone went into the Village Hall for coffee and homemade cookies baked by the women in the
village and served by members of the Women’s Club. The children drank hot cocoa donated by the Men’s Club and served
by the Nursery School mothers. They also had ice cream donated by Village Clerk LOIS LAMBERT. The Chamber of
Coramerce, Mayor TOM YOUNG and Citizen’s League provided bags with goodies that Santa passed out to the children.

SANTA CLAUS and MRS, CLAUS

Great Santas and Mrs. Clanses have enteriained the young and old at these parties: Former Police Chief FRANK
SIMONI for the first two years, JOHN KOCSIS for at least ten years, LEE ANDERSON, RICH FEATHERSTUN for five
or more years, JACK MUSLOVSKI, WALT ZIELINSKI in 2003 and RAY TINTER for five years. Before he was Santa,
at four other Christmas parties, TINTER dressed as a clown and entertained the crowd.

A DOROTHY KOCSIS was Mrs. Claus for two decades. MADDIE TIMM took oﬁer that role in 1991. As Mrs,
Claus she recites a Christmas Story to the circle of youngsters, after which she gives each child a token gift, a memento of
her story. MADDIE TIMM recently donated her Chrisimas books to the Walton Hilis Historical Resource Center.

Residents recall ELLEN BYERS playing Christmas Carols on her accordion and the many teenagers, dressed as
clowns and elves, assisting at the yearly parties. : i

MARY MACKEY’S CHRISTMAS TREES
For eleven years until
she died, MARY
MACKEY, a talented
local artist, designed the
Christmas trees for the
page in the Walton Hills
Cwi that announced the
upcoming village event.
This month’s Ow! cover
features MACKEY s
1981 tree. Her husband,
HARRY MACKEY,Jr.
was Mayor from 1982-83. [§
The MACKEYS designed
and built their house at

17305 Egbert Road.
(K
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COMMUNITY DAY inthe VILLAGE

by Jean and Bob Kainsinger

COMMUNITY DAY: an ANNUAL EVENT since 1963

On Sunday, June 23, 1963 villagers gathered for their first Community Day at Dellwood Park. Dellwood Park
was dedicated that day, with a ceremony led by the Mayor and all Council members. Village organizations
participating in the full day's events were: Brownies, Cub Scouts, Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, Explorer Scouts,

Teen Club, Women's Club, Men's Club and the Rangers.
"The Men's Club Orchestra,” entertained the crowd in the evening hours by playing dance music. This band was
organized and composed of village men who practiced and performed at local group social functions.

There has been a Community Day every year since 1963, although some years it was called
All Sports Day. Except for 1963 and 1976, Community Day is held on a Sunday in August, near the conclusion of the
park season.

FIREWORKS Once again in 2010, villagers and their guests will be treafed fo fireworks at dusk. Except
for the year 2009 when budget restrictions eliminated fireworks, a fine Fireworks Display at dusk has culminated each
Community Day since the early 1970s. For years before then, villagers enjoyed fireworks at Walton Hills Lake
on the 4th of July.

DELLWOOD PARK becomes T.G.Y. Park

On Sunday July 5, 1976, Deliwood Park was renamed Thomas G. Young Park in honor of Mayor Tom
Young, who served as Mayor of Walton Hills from January 1958 until December 1981. Also on July 5, 1976 our
village celebrated our country's 200th Birthday and the 25th Birthday of the Viliage of Walton Hills.

ORGANIZING RECREATION PROGRAMS inthe VILLAGE inthe EARLY YEARS
Prior to 1959 any recreation acfivities in our village were managed and conducted by local organizations.

e The Walton Hills Estates Club (Walton Hills Lake) organized a Learn-to-Swim program and scheduled
summer activities at their park for its members' preschoolers, preteens and teenagers.

» The Men's Club sponsored, managed and coached several ball teams. Any youngster living in the
village was eligible fo join a team. One baseball diamond they used was the W. H. Estates Club baseball diamond,
on the east side of the creek. The Men's Club continued fo sponsor the softball teams until the later 1990s.

» Meanwhile the Women's Club sponsored the Bookmobile. On Thursday mornings The County Library's
Bookmobile arrived at the Village Hall parking lot, or later, at Deliwood Park during the summer. Women's Club
members listened to youngsters report on books they completed, conducted reading contests, and hosted special
reading events, The Women's Club continued to sponsor the weekly Bookmobile visits untif the Bookmobile stopped
coming here in the 1970s. ‘

In 1959 the Walfon Hills Council organized and began a Summer Recreation Program for all residents.
Initially the Village continued to use the W. H. Estates Club bali diamond and park (not its lake) for the Summer
Recreation Program. The Village paid for all the operating expenses at the Estates Club. The Village Summer
Recreation Program was free to all children in the village.

In 1961 the Council Recreation Committee circulated a survey fo all residents asking for their input on
recreation matters.

Deliwood Park was established as the result of that survey. By mid-summer 1962, Village recreational
acfivities fook place at “the Municipal Park at the foot of Dellwood Drive." Late that summer, construction began on a
shelter building at Dellwood Park. The Pavilion was ready for use by the Spring of 1963.
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VILLAGE RECREATION through the YEARS

by Jean and Beb Kainsinger

ORGANIZED RECREATION inthe VILLAGE in_the EARLY YEARS
Prior to 1959 any recreational activities in the village were managed and conducted by village
organizations.

« The Walton Hills Estates Club (Walton Hills Lake) organized a Leam-to-Swim program and scheduled
summer activities at their park for its member’s pre-schoolers, preteens and teenagers.

¢ The Men's Club sponsored, managed and coached several baseball teams. Any youngster living in the
village was eligible fo join a team. One baseball diamond they used was the W. H. Estates Club baseball
diamond, on the east side of the creek. The Men's Club continued to sponsor the softball teams unil the
later 1990s.

e Meanwhile the Women's Club sponsored the Bookmobile. On Thursday mornings The County Library's
Bookmobile arrived at the Village Hall parking lot, or when it opened, Deliwood Park during the summer.
Women's Club members listened fo youngsters report on books they completed, conducted reading contests, and
hosted special reading events. The Women's Club continued to sponsor the weekly Bookmobile visits until it
stopped coming here in the 1970s.

COUNCIL PLANS a SUMMER RECREATION PROGRAM

fn 1959 the Walton Hills Council organized and began a Summer Recreation Program for all residents.
Initialfy the Village continued to use the W. H. Estates Club ball diamond and park {not the lake) for its Summer
Recreation Program. The Village paid for all the operating expenses at the Estates Club. The Village Summer
Recreation Program was free 1o all children in the village. In 1961 the Council Recreation Committee circulated a
survey fo all residents asking for their input on recreation matters.

DELLWOOD PARK _

Defiwood Park was established as the result of that survey. By mid-summer 1962, Village recreational
activities took place at “The Municipal Park at the foot of Dellwood Drive.” Late that summer, construction began
on & shelter building at Dellwood Park. The Pavilion was ready for use by the Spring of 1963.

COMMUNITY DAY: An ANNUAL EVENT since 1963

On Sunday, June 23, 1963 villagers gathered for their first Community Day. Dellwood Park was
dedicated with a ceremony led by the Mayor and all Council members. Village organizations that participated in
the full day’s events were: Brownies, Cub Scouts, Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, Explorer Scouts, Teen Club, Women's
Club, Men's Club, and the Rangers. Local men, "The Men's Club Orchestra,” played dance music in the evening
hours.

There has been a COMMUNITY DAY every year since 1963, although some years it was called ALL
SPORTS DAY. Except for 1963 and 1976, COMMUNITY DAY is held on a Sunday in August, near the
conclusion of the park season.

T.G.Y. PARK

On Sunday July 5, 1976, Dellwood Park was renamed Thomas G. Young Park in honor of Mayor TOM
YOUNG, who served as Mayor of Walton Hills from January 1958 until December 1981. On July 5t 1976, our
village celebrated our country’s 200® Birthday, the 25t Birthday of our Village, COMMUNITY DAY and the
renaming of our local park. 0




