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BITS N PIECES OF VILLAGE HISTORY

During the Revolutionary War days the State of Connecticut claimed
three and a half million acres of land in northeast Ohio. They called it
their Western Reserve, and our village was part of that land saved for
future expansion of Connecticut. Even before the war for independence
from England ended, the United States Congress worked on a document
to establish policy for organizing frontier territories into states. One
principle of this document was that any new state eniering the union
would not be a “colony” of another, thus states claiming western lands
would have to cede them to the national government,

Preferring to profit from their western lands before the Northwest
Ordinance was passed in 1787, the State of Connecticut began efforts to
sell sections of its Western Reserve. One group organized The Connecticut
Land Company and commissioned General Moses Cleaveland to survey
the land and map it out into township lots of five square miles. In 1796 and
1797 Cleaveland’s surveying party did so. The company knew this western
iand, being fertile and relatively free from stones, would make excellent
farmland.

One of the townships the surveyors mapped out in 1797 was Township 6
in Range 11 In about 1810 it was surveyed again, and the square was
gridded into one hundred smaller square lots. A few years later, back east
in Connecticut where a committee met to name the Western Reserve
townships, Daniel Benedict named Township 6 in Range 11 after his
village of Bedford, Connecticut. Walton Hills was part of Bedford Town-
ship from 1797 until 1951

THE EATON YEARS

The deeds of several local farmers were held by Cyrus Eaton for the
Summit Hunt Club which he founded in 1926. If it weren’t for Eaton’s
severe financial losses during the depression, many acres of village land
might be privately owned by the club today.

In those days Cyrus Eaton owned large chunks of land and had a
country estate to the south of Bedford Township. He organized, with his
local friends, the Summit Hunt Club. Eaton and the club members hoped
their club would entice other wealthy families to build country estates on
club property or on adjoining land.
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For the fox hunts he sponsored Eaton wanted to use the land north of'his
property to the Bedford MetroPark boundary lines. According to oldtime
residents interviewed regarding Eaton, he negotiated an “option to pur-
chase” plan with several local farmers. The farmers allowed Eaton to hold
their deeds and, in return, Eaton gave the farmers nominal initial
amounts of money and small yearly payments. The farmers were allowed
to live and work their fields until Eaton or the club exercised the options
by paying in full for the properties.

Asthe club’s Master of Foxhounds, Eaton led fox hunts for his well-to-do
hunt club friends. Each year one hunt was scheduled near Thanksgiving
Day, but several other hunts also took place during the autumn and winter
seasons. Dressed in formal riding attire of scariet and black, the horsemen
followed their hounds, chasing foxes which were released a day or so
before the hunt. The foxes usually fled north to the Tinker’s Creek Valley,
through the fields and woods along Sagamore, Alexander, Walton, and
Egbert Roads. In their search for the foxes the hounds and the horses
frequently ran rough-shod through planted fields.

Eaton didn’t want anything to jeopardize his fox hunts. Several old
timers tell how Eaton paid for property damages reported to him by
farmers whose deeds he held and to others as well. Eaton reimbursed
them (sometimes very reluctantly) for destroyed erops and farm animals
affected by the disturbances.

Steve Romanik (19749 Alexander Road) recalls how, when he was a hoy
living on an Egbert Road farm that is now MetroPark property, the
huntsmen raced through his farm. Steve’s mother had clothes drying on 2
clothesline in the back yard that day. One of the horsemen ran right into it,
fell off his horse and knocked down the line and the clothes. Steve’s mother
was upset about her broken line and dirtied clothes, whereas the fallen
rider hurt only his pride while being temporarily delayed in his fox-
tracking exploits.

Floyd E. Carr (16455 Egbert Road) remembers Cyrus Eaton yelling at
him and his friends because they chased one of the foxes, thus interfering
with the foxhunt. The Carr farm on Egbert Road was one of Faton’s
“options”

When financial losses during the Depression forced Eaton to restruc-
ture his monetary holdings, he dropped his options on the farmlands and
returned the deeds to the local farmers. Eventually fox hunting through-
out our village came to an end.
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ROBINHURST HEIGHTS

At the same time when Cyrus Eaton and the Summit Hunt Club ¢laimed
part of the land that makes up the Village of Walton Hills, another section
of the village was being prepared for development under the name of
Robinhurst Heights, by R. B. Hartwig, a real estate investor who owned
over 430 acres of local land from 1922 until December 17th, 1929.

The bulk of Hartwig’s realty holdings along the east gide of Walton
Road and today’s Alexander Road were platted into 610 smail city-size lots,
most of which were 40° wide. Planned in 1922 by the Hartwig Realty
Company, and recorded by Cuyahoga County in 1923, the Robinhurst
Heights Subdivision extended north to south between today’s Jefferson
and Orchard Hill Drives and east to west from today’s Morningside Drive
to Walton Road. The only parcel of land not included in the subdivision
was the old Orchard homestead at 7715 Walton Road. The development
bordered a planned spur of the ABC trolley line running from Cleveland,
through Bedford, and south past Canton. Robinhurst Heights was
planned to attract low income families who would require public transpor-
tation to get to their place of employment.

However, the stock market crash of October 29, 1929 altered the
Robinhurst Heights Subdivision plans. The Guardian Savings & Trust
Company held the mortgage for R. B. Hartwig’s land. A month and a half
after the Wall Street panic the allofment was vacated.
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In 1930 Donald C. Dunlap, another realtor, acquired the Hartwig
acreage, and by 1936 a group of realtors who formed the Sagamore Hills
Company were making plans to develop the 467 acres of land they owned
in the southeast corner of today’s Village of Walton Hills.

THE PUSH FOR TOWNSHIP ZONING

Several local citizens in the 1940’ were concerned about small lot sizes in
proposed housing developments and discussed the need for township
zoning ordinances which would regulate how land could be used. Virgil D.
Allen, Jr. (16535 Egbert Road), Ted Graves (7312 Walton Road), Thomas
Young (current address 16575 Egbert Road), Joe Burns (lived in Bedford
but owned land here), and others took steps to create township zoning laws
for this area. Tom Young wanted a three acre minimum put on lot size
whereas Ludwig S. Conelly — a local real estate developer who supported
this group’s efforts — would have preferred to sell one-half acre lots. They
both willingly accepted the group’s compromise of one acre minimum lot
size,
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here was only a narrow dirt lane. At the right is a right-ofway for a

spur of The N.Q T!& L. Trolley Line which ran along Northfield
Road. Robinhurst Avenue was a planned access road connecting the

housing development with the spur

ment which never materialized, was planned in 1922, Of the 610 city-
sized lots most were 40" wide. At that time Walton Road was the only
existing dedicated road. The portion of Alexander Koad pictured

ROBINHURST HEIGHTS SUBDIVISION, a housing develop-
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The group relied on the legal assistance of one of its members, Virgil
Allen, Jr. It was Allen who was instrumental in designing the township
zoning ordinances that eventually became law. Allen in those dayswas a
Lanker who was attending evening classes at Cleveland Law School. In
1948 he received his law degree and was admitted to the bax His first case
involved pleading for township zoning before the Supreme Court of the
State of Ohio. Allen assisted Saul Danaceau, a County Prosecutor at the
time who was officially representing Bedford Township. Because Allen
was so knowledgeable about the issue and was an impressive orator as
well, Danaceau gave Allen the first fifteen minutes of the haif-hour
allotted for verbal argument. Danaceau, with Allen’s able asgistance, won
the case — and township zoning went into effect later that year.

Minimum residential lot size was set at one acre and industrial zones
were laid out. Buffer zones were established to separate and protect
residential areas from industrial areas.

The aforementioned real estate developers, wanting to sell smalliotsin
the Alexander Road area, did not give up easily. "Twice they petitioned to
hold elections to incorporate part of the township into an independent
¢own and thus avoid township zoning regulations. The first time the
petition included a larger chunk of “Walten Hills” for their new town than
the second attempt, but in both instances their efforts were in vain.

With the best interests of the majority of residents in mind, local men
and Township Trustee Cecil Braun (of Oakwood Village) felt the urgency
to incorporate Walton Hills. A meeting was held at the Bedford Township
Hall (now the Historical Society Building) to discuss procedures for form-
ing a new community. L. S. Conelly supported incorporation but he did not
get actively involved because of possible conflict of interest. Ted Graves,
who was president of the Walton Hills Estates Club at the time, was the
spokesman at the meeting. It was he who filed papers with the State of
Ohio for Walton Hills to be incorporated as a village; and once again,
Virgil Allen was the legal advisor for the group.

THE INCORPORATION OF THE
VILLAGE OF WALTON HILLS
In March of 1951 the Walton Hills voters went to the polls in a special
clection to determine whether the area would detach from Bedford Town-
ship and become the Village of Walton Hills. The boundaries for the
proposed village were ¢the Bedford and Maple Heights city lines to the
north, Bedford and the Pennsylvania Railroad {Conrail) to the east, the
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Summit County line to the south, and the Village of Valley View line to
the west. The voting took place in the Quonset hut owned by L. S. Conelly
at the southeast corner of Alexander and Walton Roads. Asa result of that
election, the Village of Walton Hills became a reality.

THE MANAGEMENT OF AN INFANT VILLAGE

In May of 1951, just two months after incorporation, the residents again
went to the polis to elect their first village officials. Virgil D. Allen, Jr,
running unopposed, was elected Mayor. Also elected were Betty Walton
(7215 Walton Road) as Clerk and Charles Clark (7880 Dunham Road) as
Treasurer. The six councilmen chosen were: Raymond Brown (7880 Wal-
ton Road), Howard Carey (7065 Dunham Road), Otis Carmany {7195
Walton Road), George T. Graves (7312 Walton Road), Paal Pojman (17401
Egbert Road), and Frank Wolf (6650 Dunham Road).

A month later af the Black Beauty Riding Academy Hall which stood at
7195 Dunham Road, a judge from the Court of Common Pleas of Cuyahoga
County administered the oath of office to the newly elected officers. As
planned their term of office was short; a regular election was set for

November of that same year

During that initial half-year term the newly formed local government
officials held numerous meetings. They met at Black Beauty’s pavilion
and at Mayor Allen’s house — and soon recoguized the urgent need for
centrally located village offices.

On the property at the northeast corner of Alexander and Walton Roads
sat two buildings; a partially—compieted brick store near the intersection
and a small unused 14° X 20’ wooden structure that stood nearby. The
owner of the land and buildings, Vincent Shoman, agreed to lease the
wooden building to the village at 2 rental of two dollars for two years.
Council voted to accept the offer and temporarily used that building until
a more appropriate location could be found. The shed was prepared for
Council meetings, Mayor’s Court, and working space for officials and

departments of the village. On September 18, 1951 the Mayor and Council

held their first council meeting in the wooden structure, calling it their
e working

Town Hall. A donated oil heater provided some warmth to thos
there during cold autumn and winter days and evenings.

A
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FOR A LITTLE MORE THAN A YEAR beginning in
Septemnber of 1951, this 14’ x 20° weoden structure situated on
the northeast corner of Alexander and Walton Roads was
pressed into service as the first Village Hall (Date of pho-
tegroph unknown)

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES of the newly-founded
Village of Waltor. Hills.
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At first the only revenue the village had was from the assessing of fines
in Mayor’s Court. Choosing to work for their community without pay,
Couneil sef the salary for elected village officials at $1 per year. Likewise,
most of the appointed officials offered their services to the village for free.

The young village depended on the cooperation and donations of its
residents and businesses to sustain operations. Ludwig S. Conelly
donated the use of his jeep, In the autumn of that first year Mayor Virgil
Allen and Planning Commissioner Thomas Young solicited donations
from area businesses for a needed truck and snowplow With the money
they collected the village bought a used truck chassis, an old dump body
that was later installed upon the chassis, and a well-worn snowplow blade
attachment. Two active community groups provided furniture for the
village office. The Walton Hills Women’s Club gave Council a four-drawer
filing cabinet and also the use of its folding chairs, and the Walton Hills
Estates Club gave the Mayor and Council a desk and nine sturdy office
chairs,

Just a few months later the first regular November election was held.
This time village officials were elected for a full two-year term of office,
from January, 1952 until January, 1954. Mayor Allen and Treasurer Clark
retained their offices as did Councilmen Carmany and Graves. Merlin
Bement (7242 Walton Road) was elected Clerk, the position to which he
was appointed when Betty Walton, because of poor health, requested relief
of her duties. Newly elected Councilmen were Ferd Fisher (18575 Dell-
wood Drive), Henry Hadden (7229 Dunham Road), Clarence Rizer (14229
Alexander Road), and Thomas Young.

The village was only a half year old when it had outgrown its cramped
quarters. In February of 1952 Council declared its intention to find suit-
able property for a public hall with adequate office space for Council,
village officials, police, and other village departments.

AREAL TOWN HALL

In May of 1952 at a Council Meeting, Mayor Allen reported that a group of
villagers was willing to buy the three-acre parcel of land at the northeast
corner of Alexander and Walton Roads. On the property sat the small
wooden structure the village had been leasing for its offices, along with a
partially completed brick building of sufficient size that it could fairly
easily be converted into a town hall. After the purchase the group would
lease the buildings and grounds to the village, giving the community the
option to purchase the property at the same price the group paid for it. A
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couple weeks later at a town meeting, villagers voted to recommend that
the Planning Commission accept the offer.

The group of villagers quickly pitched in and bought the property for
$17 500. On June 3rd Council voted to lease the property, and appointed
Sterling Walton the Acting Town Hall Improvement Expeditor. Walton’s
job was to direct the work of volunteers as they completed the brick
building for village use.

Finishing the town hall was a top priority community effort. Many
people volunteered untiringly, devoting the summer of 1952 to the project.
Indeed, Walton resigned as expeditor in October of that same year because
his work was completed. In an “Up in Walton Hills” column published in
the Bedford Times-Register; the following people were singled out and
thanked for their hours of work: William Babkowski, Ed Bahensky, Frank
Barr, Samuel Dickey, Dominie DiSanto, Michael Elco, Loren Frame, Earl
Graves, Ted Hack, Jack Kerekes, Ken Kibler, Harry Mackey, Sr, Leo
Morrison, Norm Pearce, Bob Prindle, Joe Rugan, Jim Salamon, Victor
Salzano, Andy Sanislo, Pete Scimone, Cameron Scott, Jacob Senchur,
Howard Shay, Frank Simone, Vern Thiele, Frank Toth, H. B. Tyler, Wayne
Wagstaff, and Sterling Walton. Names of women were omitted from the
list, but it is known that several village women helped by decorating,

AERIAL VIEW OF THE WALTON/ALEXANDER
CROSSROADS. Alexander Road can be followed from the
upper left to the bottom right, and Welion Road across the
mid-section of the photograph. The temporary Village Hall
and the first permanent Village Hall are both visible at the
upper left of the crossroads. The small wooden temporary
office stands behind the larger brick butlding which was
renovated for use as a Village Hall in 1952. (Mid 1950
photograph)

painting, sewing, cleaning, and preparing food for the workers.

The village officials moved into their new quarters, and in January of
1953 the village had accumulated sufficient money to purchase the proper-
ty from the owners, paying them the agreed upon price of $17,500.

THE EARLY VILLAGE LEADERS

The individuals who founded the Village of Walton Hills did so with
vision, zest, and zeal. Their new village would have sufficient business
and industry to provide a good tax duplicate for the citizens, with its
industrial base located in specific areas at the edge of the village. Prospec-
tive industries would be screened as a safeguard to the health of the
residents; only selected ones would be allowed to locate within village
boundaries.

Village leaders worked to provide as many benefits as they could for
their citizenry, During their first month in office they voted to set their
salaries at $1 a year. It didn’t matter to them that their efforts for the
village far exceeded any monetary reimbursement, fulfilling dreams of
an ideal suburban family community was apparently reward enough.

THE FIRST MAYOR OF WALTON HILLS

Virgil D. Allen, Jr. was a banker by profession who graduated from law
school in 1948 and was also admitted to the bar that same year. The many
hours of time he devoted to village affairs was at a personal sacrifice to his
new law career.

After considerable arm twisting Allen finally agreed to run for the
office of Mayor. At first he said he would only accept office for the first
short term (from June 1951 until the end of the year), but realizing how
hadly the fledgling community needed his services during the months
ahead he agreed to run again, this time for a full two-year term. Besides
being Mayor from June, 1951 until January of 1954, Allen served as the
village law director. Allen drew up all the original village ordinances —a
monumental task.

He was an independent thinker who was not easily swayed by others’
opinions. Those who knew him found him to be a very intelligent person
who stood by his convictions. Once Allen formed an opinion he would not
bend to hypocracy or compromise. Politicians who considered diplomacy
the strength of any democratic government, thought Allen was too brusk

. .and outspoken; nevertheless they and lawyers in the area considered
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Allen an attorney’s attorney, and often sought his advice on legal matters.

Virgil Allen was not only active in village affairs, he was a member of
the Cleveland Chamber of Commerce, and his influence throughout the
Greater Cleveland area was an asset to the village.

THE SECOND MAYOR OF WALTON HILLS

George T. “Ted” Graves, who served as Councilman during the years
Virgil Allen was Mayor, was elected Mayor for a two-year term beginning
in January of 1954. From 1946 to 1952 he was president of the Walton Hills
Estates Club, which at that time was a social and politically-active club
open to families who purchased lots in the Walton Hills Estates
Subdivisions.

He first presented his plans for incorporation of the village to the
Estates Club membership. Shortly afterward in 1950 he organized a
meeting which was open to all, to discuss plans for creating the Village of
Walton Hills. Graves was the main speaker at the evening meeting held at
the Bedford Township Hall. Graves then filed the necessary legal papers
in Columbus, Ohio.

GEORGE T, "TED” GRAVES,
Second Mayar of Walion Hills,
served from January 1954 until
January 1956. (Date of pho-
tograph unknown)

Graves is remembered for being one of the main forces in the creation of
our village. If it weren’t for his unrelenting efforts and leg work, the
makeup of the village might have been far different than it is today. Like
Allen, he to0 was an independent thinker who was not influenced by self-
interest groups.

As General Manager and Chief Engineer of the Farval Corporation,
Graves designed hydraulic equipment for the company that made and
installed lubrication systems for steamships, cranes, and other large
machinery. His engineering work took him all over the world, but village
concerns were always at the top of his priority list.

A FORD MOTOR PLANT IN WALTON HILLS

Virgil Allen, Ted Graves, and Tom Young were instrumental in persuad-
ing Ford Motor Company top management to locate their stamping plant
in our village. One of the primary goals these village organizers set for
themselves was to lure desirable industrial companies into building here.
On one of his business trips, Virgil Allen learned that Ford was looking for
a new site for a stamping plant. As soon as he returned home he met with
village leaders to relay this news, and the men then looked for suitable
sites within the village where a large plant could be situated. They knew
that if they could attract a large company like Ford to Walton Hills,
additional industry would be more likely to follow suit.

The committee felt that the property on the east side of Northfield Road
at the Alexander Road intersection was a likely location. The land (in an
area zoned for industry) was 116 acres of field, with a rock base that could
support the weight and vibrations of stamping plant presses. [t was near
planned major highways and the Pennsylvania Railroad line. The com-
mittee decided this was the site that should be presented to Ford, and they
worked diligently on promotional strategies.

The men had several problems to solve before the deal was consumated.
Allen, Young, and Graves worked to make their site guitable for a huge
industrial complex. They had to get water, sewers, and roads to the plant
locality. They convinced the City of Cleveland to extend a 20-inch water
main. from the Solon Road Pumping Station down Forbes Road to the
Walton Hills line. Then Walton Hills laid a 16-inch water line southward
along Northfield Road to the Ford Plant site.

Cuyahoga County agreed to build the County Sanitary Sewer Distict
#20 and construct a sewer line from Sagamore Road northward along
Northfield Road to Krick Road. The county then built their sewage
jreatment plant in the Krick Road area. (That sewage treatment plant
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operated until October, 1984 when the sewer line was connected with the

Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District and the county sewage treatment.

plant was decommissioned.) Alexander Road was a minor road ending at
Northfield Road. In 1954 the county extended and paved Alexander Road
past the eastern village boundary line. Interstate 271 at that time was still
on the state’s highway drawing board, but the State of Ohio soon had crews
working on the highway system.

In 1953 Ford Motor Company anncunced its intention of locating its
new stamping plant in our village. Ground was scon broken and The Ford
Motor Company Walton Hills Stamping Plant was built with little delay.

Since 1954 when the plant began operations, residents have benefited
measurably. Money raised from the local income tax of the Ford employ-
ees’ salaries and wages has provided funding for many services to vil-
lagers and has lowered the municipal tax rate as well. Cuyahoga County
and the State of Ohio have also benefited financially from the Ford Plant.

MAYOR THOMAS YOUNG’S 24 YEARS

Thomas Young was Walton Hills” fourth Mayor, spanning a total of twenty-
four years, from January, 1958 until he retired for health reasons in
December of 1981. His public service days began long before 1958, however;
he assisted Allen and Graves when they were organizing the new village,
he served on the Planning Commission, and then was a councilmman from
1952 until he became Mayor.

Young’s reign as Mayor was at a time when the village was growing
rapidly. Young nurtured the industrial complex at the east end of the
village. His careful planning and prudent spending of village money put
the village on sound financial footing. The municipal tax rate paid by
residents throughout the vears has been exceptionally low — yet villagers
have received many services not provided by other communities, and have
had excellent police and fire protection as well.

During the Young administration city water lines were installed
throughout the village, the bulk of the cost being absorbed by the village
from revenue savings. Likewise, sewer lines were laid to each property
line with no assessment charges to the property owners, The $7 million
cost of the sewer project was paid from village funds.

When Young took office many of the village roads were in poor shape,
especially the streets cut by L. S. Conelly for the Walton Hills Estates
Subdivisions. Those streets had been prepared and dedicated during the
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township days when requirements were minimal. Tom Young went to the
chief county engineer for advice on how to build up the village roads, and
he then followed through on the suggested procedures. The improvements
were made without requiring property owners to pay any road
assessments.

Tom and Marge Young had bought a farm in 1941 along the east side of
Northfield Road, north of the Alexander intersection. Their farmhouse
and yard stood near today’s CEI power lines. Tom co-owned the Puritan
Poultry Farm wholesale egg business with his brother, John. Besides
running the business, the Youngs farmed their land and raised herefords
and hogs. Much of the farm work rested on Marge’s shoulders, especially
when Tom was in the service during the later World War Il years. In the
mid 1950’s the Youngs sold their farm and Tom built a house for his family
on property they purchased on Wight Oaks Drive.

Near the end of Ted Graves’ mayoral term in 1955, Allen and Graves

THOMAS YOUNG was Mayor of
Walton Hills for 24 years, from
January, 1958 until December,
1981 — during the rapid growth
vears of the village. His careficl
planning and prudent spending
of Village money put the comimu-
nity on sound financial footing.
(Early 1960% photogroph)

c. /9?6 143



both felt Young was well-prepared for the job of mayor. They asked him to
consider running for the office; however, Young declined, saying he could
not do the job justice at that time, since he was in the process of building
his house and because of business pressures. L. S. Conelly ran instead,
and Conelly served his term as third Mayor of the village from January,
1956 until January, 1958. Young ran for Mayor in November of 1957, was
elected, and retained the office from January, 1958 until December 15,
1981

Tom Young is well-respected for his many years of civic service. In 1976,
in his honor, the village park was renamed Thomas G. Young Recreation
Center.

KRICK ROAD INDUSTRIAL PARK. A 1953 photogroph
shows the newly poved “L”-shaped Krick Road, off Northfield
Road, ready for industrial development. The Cuyahoge
County Sanitary Sewer District #20 sewoge treatment planit
is at the left
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MAYORS IN MORE RECENT YEARS

Harry A. Mackey, Jr., who had been President of Council when Thomas
Young retired, was appointed Mayor to replace Young. Mackey served as
the community’s fifth mayor until January of 1984, A builder by trade and
a talented craftsman as well, in 1958 Mackey constructed the house at
17305 Bghert Road for his wife, Mary (now deceased), and his family:

William E. Bosway, our present and sixth Mayor, was elected and
assumed the duties of Mayor of the Village of Walton Hills in January,
1984, For the previous ten years, from January of 1974 through December
of 1983, he was a councilman for the community. Bosway, and his wife,
Patricia, have lived in the village since 1961, residing at 16250 Tulip Lane.

1% is Mayor Bosway’s hope that under his leadership the village can
continue to maintain and expand the industrial base of the community,
which makes possible the numerous services offered to its residents.

To quote Mayor Bosway, “Service is the only product we give to our
citizens. It is the dividend our home owners receive for investing in our
community” At the same time Bosway is working to keep the municipal
tax rate the lowest allowable by state law

WILLIAM E. BOSWAY, Mayor of
Waiton Hills, assumed office in
January of 1984. (1983
photograph)}
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LAW ENFORCEMENT:
PROGRESS AND PERSONALITIES

POLICE CHIEF STERLING WALTON

Sterling Walton (7215 Walton Road) accepted the part-time appointment
of Police Chief of the newly formed Village of Walton Hills, receiving a
salary of $1 a year for his efforts. Walton served as Police Chief from
January, 1952 until his death in May, 1959. Although he was a car sales-
man for a westside Pontiac dealership, he still found time to preside over
the police department.

During icy and snowy weather Walton frequently helped village
employees by spreading cinders (furnished free of charge by the local Ford
Stamping Plant) on Dunham Road Hill and other dangerous streets. Late
each autumn cinders were piled along the berms of roads where they

STERLING WALTON was the B
first Police Chief of the Village of 5
Walton Hills. (1950° photograph) &

might be needed by drivers. Walton kept a shovel in his car and used it to
assist travelers who were having trouble coaxing their vehicles up slip-
pery inclines.

Inthe early years of the village the policemen, the police chiefs, Thomas
Young (when he was Councilman and alsec when he was Mayor), Ted
Graves, and Road Commissioner Armin Wagner (7450 McLellan Drive)
shared the work of snowplowing the village roads. Village employees were
paid for their services — but several of the men who cleared the streets
evenings, nights, and early hours of the morning during stormy weather,
did so on a vohuntary basis.

CHIEF DEPUTY MARSHALL NORM PEARCE

Norm Pearce, Constable for Bedford Township during the 1940,
patrolled this area in his own car, working for wages and mileage. His co-
worker, who also watched over this part of the township, was Constable
Walter Tuennerman of Qakwood Village.

NORM PEARCE wus Constable
for Bedford Township during the
1940% and the first full-time Wal
ton Hills Policeman. (1950
photograph)
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When the village was created in 1951 Mayor Allen and Council appoint-
ed Pearce Chief Deputy Marshall, making him the only paid police officer
of the new village. As he did when he worked for the township, Pearce used
his own vehicle for police duty the first year he worked for the village. In
May of 1952 when a local business donated money to the village to help
defray the cost, the village was able to purchase its first police car. Pearce
was given that sutomobile to use for official business.

For the first several weeks as Chief Deputy Marshall, Pearce worked
without being paid; Walton Hills had no operating funds and revenues
from industry, state, and municipal taxes were yet to be collected. Vil-
lagers in attendance at a council meeting that summer listened fo a
discussion about their patrolman not receiving his wages. To resolve the
issue Council members and other village officials at the meeting took up a
collection and presented Pearce with his first paycheck — in cash.

At home Norm’s wife, Betty, and even their children, manned the police
phone twenty-four hours a day. Norm responded to phone calls if he was
home, but if on duty, his family radiod messages to him in his patrol cax

Norm and Betty purchased and remodeled the old New York Central
camphouse at 15801 Egbert Road in 1941, living there until the mid 1950,
They now reside in Maple Heights where they have their family run
business, the Maple Heights Cab Company.

Both Pearce and his wife grew up in this area of the township. During
his teen years Norm lived with his parents, James and Anna Pearce, in a
house they rented from Mae Chvatal at the northwest corner of Dunham
and Alexander Roads. Betty and her parents, John and Lydia Panovich,
Hved in the old Walton house at 7228 Walton Road, from 1929 until 1936.

WALTON HILLS POLICE DEPARTMENT IN 1953, Stand-
ing, left to right Police Chief Sterling Walton, William
Hadden, and Frank Simone Kneeling, lefi to right: Norm
Pearee and Walter Vance.
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CHIEF FRANK SIMONE

Frank Simone (14665 Alexander Road) was the second Walton Hills police
officer. He was Part-Time Deputy Marshall for a few years prior to patroll-
ing full-time for the village.

-A few months after the death of Chief Sterling Walton, Simone was
appointed Police Chief. He served in this capacity for sixteen years, from
1960 until retiring in November of 1975. As did the community, the Police
Department grew during Simone’s reign as Police Chief. When he retired
there were six full-time policemen plus three part-timers. '

. Simone enjoyed his vears as patrolman and chief. “It was an oppor-
tunity for me to help new residents get settled, help promote goodwill
among villagers, and help give the village a positive image,” declared
Simone. Frank was interested in the welfare of the village youth and
helped organize activities for the youngsters. He also participated in the
negotiation of local strike issues, helping both factions iron out their
differences.

Frank Simone’s wife, Ann, Sterling Walton’s wife, Betty, and Tom
Young’s wife, Marge, assisted their husbands and the community as
volunteer police dispatchers. During the early village years when the
offices in the village hall were closed evenings, nights, and weekends,
phone lines were hooked up between their homes and the village offices.
Ann Simone, Betty Walton, and Marge Young took turns handling all
police calls, at no charge to the viilage.

The Simones, who built a house in 1945 on four acres of land they
hought along Alexander Road a couple years earlier, farmed the fields in
their free time. They sold excess crops in front of their house, but their
harvests surpassed what they could eat and sell. When the Simones heard
that the Vincentian Sisters of Charity at the Bedford convent could use
surplus food, they gladly shared their harvests with the sisters.

Later, when the women in the convent offered to help work the fields,
the Simones gave the sisters the back acreage. From 1961 until 1973,
passersby could see the ten or twelve nuns, dressed in black habits,
working in the fields almost daily, from May until the harvest was over.
They grew a variety of vegetables for their own use and also for the poor
and needy of Cuyahoga County. Simone provided the land, the tools, the
seed and fertilizers, and tilled the fields for the sisters. The project came to
an end in the mid 1970% when too few sisters and postulates lived at the
Bedford convent to continue with the farming operation.
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During those twelve years others joined in on the Vincentian Sisters
project. Art and Linn Komorowski, who owned the acreage next to
Simone’s, allowed the sisters to extend their farming onto their land; and
nearby nurseries and other people donated seeds, plants, and fertilizers,

POLICE CHIEFS IN MORE RECENT YEARS

Michael Ahrens served as Walton Hills Police Chief from 1978 until he
retired in 1985, Ahrens and his wife, Julia, live at 18375 Alexander Road.

Police Chief Ronald Keller started his career with the Walton Hills
Police Force in 1959 as a part-time patrolman. He had been a full-time
police officer for twenty-three years when he accepted the position of
Police Chief in June of 1085,

Keller was fourteen years old when his parents, Dale and Ruth Keller,
moved to the village in 1949. For a number of vears the Kellers owned the
old house (built ¢. 1886) at 7715 Walton Road. The house sits on property
that was owned by Benjamin Walton in the 1860%, and the Richard
Orchards in the 1870%. Indeed, Keller remembers seeing the faint mark-
ing on the mailbox when they moved into the house. The lettering read,
“The Orchard Estate”
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How We Became Known as “Walton Hills”

The STORY of the WALTON FAMILY

The Village of Walton Hills is named for the
Walton family who settled in the southwest section of
Bedford Township. They pioneered the area along
the road that bears their name. Not only was the road
named for the Waltons, but since the early 1800s the
section of Bedford Township surrounding the roadway
was called Waiton Hills by people living nearby.

THE STORY BEGINS

In Lancaster Pennsylvania a young Quaker
man was disowned by his community for marrying
outside his church. Seeking to live in friendlier
surroundings, in 1803 Joseph Walton and his young
Irish bride Sarah packed their belongings and traveled
west. They eventually setfled down in the town of
Bedford Ohio, where they raised five children — Abner
who was bom in 1804, Betsy, Benjamin, Rebecca and
Abigail,

ABNER and BENJAMIN WALTON

When they were young aduits, Joseph and
Sarah’s two sons, Abner and Benjamin Waiton,
moved outside the Bedford limits, to a plot of land they
rented off Egbert Road in Bedford Township. The
young men cleared and prepared the land for farming
and grazing. By 1846 Abner and Benjamin Walton
both became land owners of their acreage. Their dirt
road off Egbert Road became known as Walton Road.

Abner’s log cabin was along the east side of
the road near today’s Carmany Drive. Benjamin's
cabin, also on the east side of Walton Road, was on
his land to the south of today’s Alexander Road.
Within the next decades Walton family members
accumutated considerable acreage along the road.

Abner Walton married Almira Hunt, who was
from the neighboring town of Northfield. Abner and
Almira Walton had three children - Jesse, William and
Thomas Jefferson (born in 1845) who later changed
his name to Jefferson C. Walfon.
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JEFFERSON and JULIA WALTON

Jefferson C. Walton served in the 128t
Regiment of the Ohio Volunteer Infantry during the
Civil War, guarding Confederate prisoners at Johnson
Island, on Lake Erie. In 1871 he married Julia
Spafford. Julia Spafford’s family members owned 160
acres of land along the east side of Northfield Road
north of today's Alexander Road, and 102 acres on
the north side of Sagamore Road between Walton and
Dunham Roads.

For a time the young couple lived in a log
cabin on Waiton Road. Today a house stands on that
same spot, but its address is 18136 Jefferson Drive.
Jefferson and Julia then moved into a house they built
in ¢.1879 on land owned by Jefferson's father, on the
western slope at a bend in the road (7228 Waiton
Road). Near the tum of the century, Jefferson
inherited the property from Abner Walton.

The Jefferson Waltons had four children, all of
whom were known by their middle names -- Henry
Bird, Albert Roy (born in 1874), Aimira Belie, and
Laura Maude. Only Roy chose to live in the family
homestead and farm the acreage. The other children
moved into town where they had city conveniences.

JEFFERSON and JULIA WALTON bufit this house in 1879 at

7228 Walton Road (Photograph by Nina Woif, 1986)
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How We Became Known as “Walton Hills”

{continued, page 2)

The Story of the Walton Family

ROY and MAYME WALTON

Roy Walton married Mayme Garrett in 1897.
They raised three children - Sterfing (bom in 1898),
Benjamin and Bernice. When the children grew up
they all moved to Bedford.

s

Walton farmiand stood idle, and the last of a
series of renters moved out of the Walton homestead.

MAUDE WALTON BELQUIST

Maude Walton Belguist, Roy's younger sister
who lived in Bedford, inherited the bulk of the Waiton
estate. She was eager fo sell all her Walton Hills land
hoidings. In the mid 1920s Cyrus Eaton approached
her with an “option to purchase” plan. Maude Walton
accepted the proposal, and Cyrus Eaton held the
deed to her property for a number of years. However,
during the Depression severe financial losses forced
Eaton to return the deed fo her.

Maude Walton then took steps to sell the
farmhouse and chunks of property as subdivisions
with the assistance of her friend, real estate broker
General Ludwig Shaner Conelly. Conelly planned the
developments, cut and readied the roads and
marketed the lots for Maude. The first four lots
Conelly sold were at 7270 Waiton Road (in 1936),
7195 Walion Road and 7242 Walton Road (in 1938)
and 7175 Walt (i

Thus began the creation of a suburban
Walton Hills. Empty old farmhouses on hard-io-sell
idle fields became sought-after picturesque acre-lots
on rolling hills, near the city, but in a country setting.

WALTON SCHOOL

In 1850 there were enough school-aged
youngsters living in the vicinity of Walton Road for the
Bedford Township Trustees to open a new school and
create School District #7. The Walton family donated
fand for a school, and in ¢.1854 the Bedford Township
Schools constructed a brick grammar school at 7307
Waiton Road, naming it Walfon School.

Waiton School operated until the early 1930s,
when it became financially prudent for the trustees to
close all their township schools and consolidate with
the Bedford City Schools.

THIS RESIDENCE Had Been WALTON SCHOOL
{These two 1986 photographs were taken by Nina Wolf before
the 1891 fire that destroyed everything but the bricks.)




