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 Saqemove Road

Until March of 1951 Walton Hills had been part of Bedford Township,

governed by Township Trustees, The square township extending 5 miles in
each direction surrounded the Village of Bedford. 1In 1915 an area incorpor-
ated, becoming the Village of Maple Heights.
In the 1920's sections became Bedford Reservation, ruled by the Cleveland
Metropolitan Park District. And then in 1951 the remaining areas of the
township incorporated into the Villages of Walton Hills, Bedford Heights and

Oakwood.

Note the boundaries of Bedford Township.
"USA" is parkland, the Cuyahoga Valley National Recreation Area,
parks and private businesses within the CVNRA are allowed to operate

independently, such as Bedford Metropark, the Astorhurst Restaurant and

Golf Club and Western Reserve Psychiatric Rehabdilitation Center.
by Bob Kainsingerxr

Some local
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TRACING OUR HERITAGE:
THE VILLAGE ALTON HILL

by Jean and Bob Kainsinger

To commemorate the incorporation of our Village of Walton Hills in 1951, the Walton Hills Qwl is featuring a
number of articles about issues that motivated residents to push for change from township to village.
This is the first in the series.

THE CYRUS EATON DEAL

THE EARLY 1900°s: This area of Bedford Township, now Walton Hills, was mostly farmland; truck farms
and dairy farms. The soil was fertile and the hilly terrain provided good drainage, but this area lacked electric
service as well as the city water, gas and sewers that we now take for granted. Several farmers were aging
and couldn’t keep up with their acreage. Many farm children left their rural homestead when they finished
their schooling. They got jobs and moved into Bedford or other urban areas. Some local farms were either
rented out, on the market year after year or abandoned because of back taxes.

Our farm families ate well, but they were cash poor. Poor roads in this part of Bedford Township made it
difficult for farmers to get their produce and livestock to urban markets. Roads were hilly and narrow, and
after heavy rains they were often impassable. Local farmers had to truck their produce up Egbert Road Hill
or Dunham Road Hill to Greater Cleveland markets or peddle their produce from their wagons in city
neighborhoods.

Earning enough money to pay property taxes was a major concern. If they could, local farmers took part-time
jobs with the County, working on the roads. Several farmers cut down chestnut and other marketable trees
from their property or vacant lands, then trucked the logs to lumber yards in Bedford and Maple Heights.

Cyrus Eaton owned large chunks of land in northern Sagamore Township where he built one of his favorite
country estates. Eaton introduced himself to local farmers in the early 1920°s. According to old-time
residents, Eaton negotiated an “option to purchase” plan with farmers along Egbert, Hicks, Walton, Dunham,
Alexander and Sagamore Roads. The farmers allowed Cyrus Eaton to hold their deeds, and in return, Eaton
gave the farmers nominal initial amounts of money and yearly payments that matched their tax bills. The
farmers were allowed to live and work their fields until Eaton or his Summit Hunt Club exercised their options
by paying in full for the properties.

Cyrus Faton and a few of his friends founded the Summit Hunt Club in 1926. Eaton and club members such

as the Bishops and Firestones hoped their club would entice other wealthy families to build country estates on
club property or adjoining land.

-14-
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(continued) THE CYRUS EATON DEAL

As the club’s Master of Foxhounds, Eaton led fox hunts for his well-to-do friends on “Walton Hills” land
north of his property up to the Bedford Metropark boundary lines. Each year one hunt was scheduled near
Thanksgiving Day, but several other hunts also took place during the autumn and winfer seasons. Dressed in
formal riding attire of scarlet and black, the horsemen followed their hounds, chasing foxes which were
released a day or so before the hunt. The foxes usually fled north to the Tinker’s Creek Valley, through the
fields and woods along Sagamore, Alexander, Walton and Egbert Roads. In their search for the foxes the
hounds and the horses frequently ran rough-shod through planted fields.

Cyrus Eaton didn’t want anything to jeopardize his fox hunts. He paid for property damages reported to him
by farmers whose deeds he held and to others as well. Farmers were reimbursed by Eaton (sometimes
reluctantly) for destroyed crops and farm animals affected by the disturbances.

Steve Romanik of Alexander Road recalls how, when he was a boy living on an Egbert Road farm that is now
Metropark property, the hunismen raced through his farm. Steve’s mother had clothes drying on a clothesline
in the back yard that day. One of the horsemen ran right into it, fell off his horse and knocked down the line
and the clothes. Steve’s mother was upset about her broken line and dirtied clothes, whereas the fallen rider
hurt only his pride while being temporarily delayed in his fox-tracking exploits.

Floyd Carr, now deceased, recalled Cyrus Eaton yelling at him and his friends because they chased one of the
foxes, thus interfering with the fox hunt. The Carr farm on Egbert Road was one of Eaton’s “options.”

When financial losses during the Depression forced Cyrus Eaton to restructure his monetary holdings, he
dropped hig options on the farmlands and returned the deeds to the local farmers. Local farmers no longer
received cash from Eaton. Eventually fox hunting throughout our “village” came to an end.

The James Egbert house was built by the man for whom Amos Silver built this house on Egbert Road in c.1854.
Egbert Road is named. It stood on the northwest side In 1916 Kydan and Josephine Scarpete bought the farm.
of Egbert, overlooking the Walton/Egbert Roads Scarpete family members, Alice Spoto and Leo and Beverly
intersection. When he was a boy, Steve Romanik of Sirna, still live on some of the land. Lillian Kral bought the
Alexander Road, lived in this house. His parents homestead and twenty acres in 1947, The Sitver house
rented the farm until it became part of Bedford stood back from Egbert Road, just north of Kral Drive.
Metropark and Shawnee Hills Golf Course. Today several houses on Kral Drive, Egbert and Walton
(1910 photograph reprinted by Nina Wolf) Roads and Kydan Lane are on the old 160+ acre Silver

farm, as are Metropark woods across from Kral Dy, and
-15. Bridal Veil Falls parking lot. (Photo prior to 1947)
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TRACING OUR HERITAGE:
THE VILLAGE OF WALTON HILLS

by Jean and Bob Kainsinger

To commemorate the incorporation of our Village of Walton Hills in 1951, the Walton Hills. Owl is featuring a
number of articles about issues that motivated residents to push for change from township to village.
This is the second in the series.

ROBINHURST HEIGHTS

At the same time when Cyrus Eaton and the Summit Hunt Club claimed part of Bedford Township that makes
up our Village of Walton Hill, another section of what is now our village was being prepared for development
under the name of Robinhurst Heights. R. B. Hartwig was a real estate investor who owned over 430 acres
of local land from 1922 until December 17, 1929.

Hartwig’s land extended east to west from Northfield Road to Walton Road, and from north to south from
approximately Jefferson Drive to Sagamore Road. The only parcel of land not included was the Orchard
homestead at 7715 Walton Road. Most of the land would have been a low-cost housing project, with the
strip of land along Northfield Road planned for business or industry. The Robinhurst Heights development
included a spur of the trolley line, to attract low income families who would require public transportation to
get to their place of employment.’ ‘

The N.O.T.&L. Trolley Line ran along North-
field Road. Between 1895 and 1932, residents
could take the trolley to downtown Cleveland
or 1o Cuyzhoga Falls, and then when the line
was extended, to Uhrichville.

Locally, the tracks ran along the cast side of
Northfield Rd. until 1930 it became a.divided
highway. At that time the interurban tracks
were laid down the center strip of the road.

In 1906 The Northern Ohio Traction and Light
Company was formed by the merger of the
A.B.&C. and other electric interurban lines.
No matter what the official name, people
called it the ABC, the Red Car, or Red Trolley.

The bulk of Hartwig’s realty holdings were platted into 610 small city-sized lots, most of which were 40 feet
wide. Planned in 1922 by the Hartwig Realty Company, and recorded by Cuyahoga County in 1923, it was
called the Robinhurst Heights Subdivision.
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(continued) ROBINHURST HEIGHTS

However, the stock market crash of October 29, 1929 altered the plans for the subdivision. The Guardian
Savings & Trust Company held the mortgage for R. B. Hartwig’s land. A month and a half after the Wall
Street panic the allotment was vacated.

In 1930 another reaitor named Donald C. Dunlap acquired the Hartwig acreage. By 1936 a group of realtors
who formed the Sagamore Hills Company were making plans to develop the original 430 acres plus another
37 acres they acquired in this southeast corner of Bedford Township.

Several local citizens in the 1940°s were concerned about small lot sizes in these proposed housing
developments and began to discuss the need for township zoning ordinances which would regulate how land
could be used.

ROBINHURST HEIGHTS SU BDIVISION
Recorded 4-1-1923, Lyman O Newe.ll Couyahoga Coun‘i’g Re.cor&e.r
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ROBINHURST HEIGHTS SUBDIVISION, a housing development which never materialized, was planned in
1922.  Ofthe 610 city-sized lots, most were 40° wide.

At that time Walton Road was the only existing dedicated road.

The portion of Alexander Road pictured here was only a narrow dirt lane.

At the right is a right-of-way for a spur of the N.O.T.&L. Trolley Line which ran along Northfield Road.
Robinhurst Avenue was a planned access road connecting the housing development with the trolley line spur.

.-
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TRACING OUR HERITAGE:
THE VILLAGE OF WALTON HILLS

by Jean and Bob Kainsinger

To commenmorate the incorporation of our Village of Walton Hills in 1951, the Walton Hills Owl is featuring 2 number of articles
about issues that motivated residents to push for change from township to village. This is the fourth in the series.

MID 1930’s
RURAL FARMLAND BECOMES
RESIDENTIAL BUILDING SITES

In the mid 1830°s Walton family members started to settle along both sides of the road which bears their
name. A hundred years later most of this farmland stood idle, and the last of a series of renters were moving
out of the Walton farmhouses. Maude Walton Belquist, who lived in Bedford, owned the bulk of the Walton
estate. She was eager to sell this acreage which she had inherited some years earlier from her parents.

The creation of suburban Walton Hills occurred when idle, hard to sell farms became sought after picturesque
acre lots on rolling hills, near the city but in a country setting. It is the story of how these lots caught the
attention of young, blue-collar/middle class couples with growing families, who were eager to move away
from the city. Once their lots were fully paid for, many of these couples purchased pre-cut houses from
Lincoln or Majestic Homes, became their own contractor, and began to build their houses by themselves, with
little or no help from professionals. Many of the wives played a major role in the construction of their homes.

General Ludwig Shaner Conelly was a real estate broker who realized his dream of developing rural
subdivisions in this part of Bedford Township. Conelly’s land development ventures began in the mid 1930°s
with his friend, Maude Walton’s acreage. Hers was the first of several parcels of land developed by the
Conelly Realty Company. Over the years more than 400 houses were built in Walton Hills on Conelly lots.

Initially, Conelly concentrated on selling lots facing Walton Road. He sold his first ot in 1936 (7270 Walton
Road). In 1938 he sold two lots (7195 and 7242 Walton Road), and in 1939 the lot at 7157 Walton Road.
Conelly worked with a series of land owners over the years. He planned developments, cut and readied the
roads and marketed the lots. As individual lots sold, the owners received proceeds from the sales.

By 1939 Conelly had mapped out his first subdivision. This subdivision of home sites centered around Walton
Road and included plans for cutting six new streets. Carmany Drive was the first street he cut through and
graveled; next was Allen Drive. Gradually the Conelly roads were improved sufficiently to qualify for
dedication. In 1949 McLellan, Jefferson, Dellwood and Morningside Drives were completed, dedicated and
recorded as roads by the Regional Planning Board. Conelly roads were, for the most part, graveled drives
which later had to be built up and improved by the Village of Walton Hills.
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(continued, pg. 2) MID 1930’s: RURAL FARMLAND BECOMES
RESIDENTIAL BUILDING SITES

After the Village of Walton Hills was incorporated, Conelly’s Realty Company continued to develop
subdivisions along Conelly Blvd., Rotary, Spanghurst, Deeridge, Woodlake, North Meadowpark, Kral and
Shaner Drives, and Linda and Stuble Lanes, and he had lots for sale along existing roads such as Egbert,
Hicks, Walton and Alexander Roads. Conelly also sold lots south of Alexander Road, on East Lake, West
Lake, McLellan, Orchard Hill and South Meadowpark and Logan Drives and Fern Lane.

In May of 1938 The Conelly Realty Company put its first full-page ad in The Cleveland News, advertising
“Exclusive Walton Road Estates, 2 to 10 acres, New Homes for $4000 and up, Information at Conelly
Offices.” In those days Conelly had three offices; the main office was his home on Wandle Avenue in _
Bedford. In 1946 he opened an office on land he purchased at the southeast corner of Alexander and Walton
Roads. Conelly’s office was in a World War I Quonset hut, a prefabricated corrugated steel shelter he
bought from the government and moved to his lot.

Between 1938 and the early 1960°s Conelly advertised his Walton Hills lots in The Cleveland News,
Cleveland Press, Plain Dealer and Bedford Times-Register.

Although General Conelly served for a total of eight years with the 37th Division in both World War I and I,
was a Major in World War I and a Brigadier General in the Ohio National Guard in World War II, he
considered the development of Walton Hills his most important achievement. In a 1960 interview with a
Cleveland Press columnist, Conelly stated, “This (referring
to his Shaner Drive development) is one more step in making
Walton Hills my dream of a village of country homes.”

AT THE CONELLY BLVD./ROTARY DR. JUNCTION is a large boulder
with an inscribed bronze plaque: “Dedicated to Brig, Gen. Ludwig S.
Conelly, founder of Walton Hills, whose vision, intensity of purpose and
profound belief in the American Home, inspired him to transform some
500 acres of waste abandoned farmland into a model community of fine
homes, picturesque drives and parks, unlimited in recreational possibilities.
Presented in observance of Gen. Conelly’s 66th birthday, Aug. 29, 1949, by
Walton Hills Club, G. T. Graves, President.”

In 1950 L. S. Conelly built this house for himself and his wife, Sadie, on the
crest of a hill at 7181 Conelly Blvd. Conelly lived there from 1951 until he
died in 1963 at the age of eighty.

GENERAL LUDWIG SHANER CONELLY
(Photograph reproduced by Nina Wolf)

-11-
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(continued, pg. 3) f'rom FARMLAND to RESIDENTIAL BUILDING SITES

THIS CONELLY REALTY CO.
AD featuring 1 to 5-acre home
sites appeared in the Bedford
Times-Register in Octaber, 1939,
As seen, Morningside “Road” was
planned to extend north past
Jefferson Drive. A second
entrance to Walton Hills Lake
was planned off Walton Road,
opposite Carmany Drive. At the
top and sides of the map, is an
easement for a bridle path.

(Map reproduced by Nina Wolf)
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GLIMPSES INTO THE PAST
The Village of Walton Hills: Tracing Our Heritage

by Jean and Bob Kainsinger

This is the first in a series of articles in the Walton Hills Owl, Future articles will discuss:
*1940-1945 The World War II Years

*1945-1950  After World War I, and

* 1936-Early 1960°s  Conelly Repaints the Landscape

1935-1940 AFTER THE DEPRESSION

AN OVERVIEW

Few people lived in our part of Bedford Township during this span of years. The farmers were getting on in
years. The younger generation didn’t want to stay on the farm. They moved into urban areas where they
could find jobs and have city conveniences.

Some farms became idle fields, abandoned because of back taxes. Some farm houses were vacant, occupied
by a widow/widower, rented, or up for sale. Few home buyers looked for a big tract of land with wells, water
pumps, out-houses, and no electricity.

#COTTAGES ALONG DUNHAM ROAD
In those years it was popular for middle-class urban families to have a get-away cottage in the countryside,

beyond the city limits. The occupants of the cottages lived and worked in the city, and came out here on
weekends and for vacations.

Along both sides of Dunham Road, from the Astorhurst southward, and even south of Alexander Road, there
were several summer cottages. A cluster of these cottages were on a dirt lane appropriately called Dunham
Lane. Some of the cottages were individually owned and some were rented out by Mae Chvatal.

Mae Chvatal’s parents were the Rezaks, who had a truck farm along the northwest corner of Dunham and
Alexander Roads. Mae’s husband was Dr. Frank Chvatal, who’s office was near St. Alexis Hospital, on
Broadway Avenue.

1n the 1940’s, Mae Chvatal and her son, Bob, prepared to sell their cottages. They converted some of them
nto year-round houses. They even relocated a few of them from one spot to another along Dunham Road.
The Chvatals knew their cottages would sell faster if they had electricity and phone service. After years of
trying, finally near the end of World War I, Bob Chvatal was instrumental in getting CEI lines and telephone
lines installed along Dunham Road, between Alexander and Sagamore Road.

A few of the summer cottages still stand today, although it takes a close look to identify them. They have
been enlarged and renovated.

oot
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GLIMPSES INTO THE PAST --
-- 1935 7}940, AFTER THE DEPRESSION (cont.p2)

In 1935 Joseph and Anna Kaderabek, converted their summer cottage on Dunham Road into a permanent
residence after their daughter, Albe, married Joe Klukan. Four generations of Klukans live in the village
today: Joe Klukan and his son and daughter-in-law, Ron and Dolly Klukan, have houses on Stuble Lane.
Ron and Dolly’s son, Joe, lives on Dunham Road, and one of their daughters and son-in-law, Kathy and
Brian Spitznagle and their children, Daniel and Alyssa, live on Spanghurst Drive.

Joe Kiukan’s house at 7350 Dunham Road Joan Wills® house, at 7257 Dunham Road,
started out as a summer cottage owned by his was ofice a suminer cottage.
GREAT-GRANDPARENTS, the Kaderabeks.

Both of these houses were originaily summer cottages: _
7715 Dunham Lane 7715 Dunham Road
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GLIMPSES INTO THE PAST -
--1935-1940 AFTER THE DEPRESSION (con ps)

ONE WOMAN’S STRUGGLES TO KEEP HER LAND

In 1916 Kydan and Josephine Scarpete bought fifty-two acres of the old Silver farm. The acreage fronted
Egbert and Walton Roads and the homestead and barn faced Egbert Road, just to the north of today’s Kral
Drive. Six years later, Josephine was a widow with six children to raise.

Earning money to pay the property taxes, especially during the depression years, was a major problem for
Mrs. Scarpete. For a few summers she rented the hilltop back acreage to Tuberculosis patients and their
families who camped there. Then, for five Spring seasons she rented her land to a band of gypsies.

GOLDEN GLENS _
Another of her ventures was Silver Creek Park, which she named after Amos Silver. A few years later the
park was renamed Golden Glens Picnic Grove. Golden Glens was on Egbert Road, across the street from the
Bedford Metropark Bridal Veil Falls parking lot . Golden Glens operated as a business from the 1920’s
through the 1950’s.

Josephine Scarpete built a pavilion in the lowland along the creek and called it Golden Glens Dance Hall.
This large, closed-in pavilion sat close to Egbert Road, and had two small concession stands.

In front of the buildings, were the well and pump, and western-style ranch entry gates. There was an open
dance area and a wooded hillside across the stream where customers sat and listened to the music.
Most of Mrs. Scarpete’s customers were church and social groups. '

MONEY PROBLEMS CONTINUED
By 1937 Josephine Scarpete was about to lose her property because of back taxes. To keep the land within
the family, five of her six children, who were adults by then, had jobs and lived away from home, paid the
back taxes for their mother. In exchange, Josephine had them divide up 32 of her 52 acres, each taking
ownership of their share.

Josephine and her youngest son, Carl, continued to live in the old Silver house and the remaining twenty
acres that faced Egbert Road.

In 1947, Carl Scarpete sold the old house and the twenty acres along Egbert Road which included Golden
Glens, to Lillian Kral and her husband, Ronald.

For a number of years, Lillian Kral kept Golden Glens open. She sponsored dances, advertised in local
newspapers and rented out the park to groups who used it for clambakes and picnics.

Kral razed the buildings just before she began to develop Kral Drive with L. S. Conelly of Conelly Realty,
in 1960.

A third generation of Scarpetes continue to live in the village: Bev and Leo Sirna, 18171 Kydan Drive and.
Al’s widow, Alice Spoto, who lives at 7060 Walton Road.
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