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STORIES about Our ROADS

Part IV

HIGKS LANE /HICKS ROAD

On the Cuyahoga County Atfas of 1858, this
narrow dirt pathway is marked Hicks Lane. The 1880
County map labels the lane, Hicks Road. Since 1802, all
County Atlases named the street Hicks Road.

This original old dirt county road was shaped fike
a"T" and was a much longer pathway than foday. One
arm of Hicks Lane began af Walton Road as does Hicks
today, but extended farther west - that exiension is now
part of Spanghurst Drive. Another arm of Hicks matde 3
sharp tum north to Egbert Road, ending at the east side of
the hotse at 16950 Egbert Road - that stretch of road does
not exist today. The third "arm® of Hicks extended 1o
Alexander Road. Today's North Meadowpark Drive is the
approximate path of this southern extension of Hicks.

Since the early 1950s when L. S. Conelly of
Conelly Realty Co. developed the Hicks Road grea, Hicks
Road is a short, straight street. Conelly cut new streets -
Spanghurst, Woodlake and North Meadowpark Drives -
and sold lots along the new roads and Hicks Road, too.
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Cleveland Hill Lane, marked on County maps from
1860 through the early 1900s, was a dirt access drive
connecting the old Cleveland Hill Farm to Egbert Road.
The original path used by earfier setflers went north to
Tinkers Creek, ending at the bridle path that paraliels
today's Gorge Parkway. The parcel of land from the north
end of Wight Oaks Drive and extending north to Tinkers
Creek is now owned by the Metroparks and is part of
Bedford Reservation.

In 1917 Elmer B. Wight bought the old Cleveland
Hill Farm, fined the drive with white oak trees, and named
his lane Wight Oaks.

SAGAMORE ROAD

Sagamore Road, which stretches from Canal
Road to Northfield Road, became a dedicated Cuyahoga
County Road in 1843.

If we want fo travel from Wilson's Feed Mill or
Pleasant Valley Road eastward, we most fikely take
Alexander Road. However, before 1940 Sagamore Road
was the chosen route for travelers. Alexander Road was
an extremely hilly, minor roadway with ruts and ravines. its
east end was gradually extended, from Dunham Road io
Wailton Road, to Northfield Road, and then to Broadway
Avenue in Ozkwood when the Ford Stamping Plant was
built. it is hard for us to imagine how the westem strefch of
Sagamore Road was a better path of fravel than
Alsxander, but it was.

Mep of OLD HICKS LANE/HICKS ROAD
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Alexander Road ended at Hicks Lane until 1881
® "The Old Leonard House" at 16950 Egbert Road
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STORIES about Our ROADS

by Jean and Bob Kainsinger

This is Part 5 in a series of arlicles about Walton Hills Roads, starting with our old county roads and ending with our
village streets. Today we drive on well-paved roads that, although they mirror the rofling terrain of Walton Hills, can be used
with confidence throughout the year. Itis difficult to imagine them as the steeper, windier, dirt paths and wood plank roadways

of years ago.

ALEXANDER ROAD

Until 1881 Alexander Road was called Phillips
Road. it was a minor, short, dirt County road that started at
Canal Road and ended at Egypt (Dunham) Road.

When the road was exiended eastward to Walton
Road in 1881, it was renamed Alexander Road for Andrew
Alexander who owned a grist mill called A. Alexander &
Son (Wilson Feed Mill) and also owned a large farm that
faced both sides of the road.

In those days, if a driver on Alexander Road
continued east past Walton Road, he found himself on a
driveway leading to a farmhouse. Farms owned by at least
two different families blocked today's stretch of Alexander
Road from Walton Road to Northfield Road.

it wasn't until 1940 that the stretch of Alexander
Road between Walton and Northfield Roads became a
dedicated road. However, even then, this new section of
the road ended at Northfield Road and remained a harrow
graveled drive.

With the building of the Walton Hills Ford
Stamping Plant, in 1954 the County widened, paved and
extended Alexander Road from its westem line to
Pettibone Road.

ALEXANDER ROAD STORIES

Following is a story told by Elsie Rada about the
condition of Alexander Road in 1922. She said in those
days Alexander Road was one severe uphill grade, an
uncared-for, rutted roadway. In 1922 John and Elsie Rada

(both are deceased) bought the Alexander farm and
farmhouse, and were moving from their Garfield Heights
home. Their moving van could not make it up the hill.
Finally, after several attempts, the driver tumed his vehicle
around and backed up the enire stretch of Alexander Road
to their driveway. If that house was still standing today, it
would be in front of the house at 14880 Alexander Road.

In 1928 when the County concreted Alexander
Road between Canal Road and Dunham Road, local men
were hired by the contractor to help pave this section of the
road. Dunham and Alexander Road farmers, who lived off
their land, welcomed the opportunity to eam exira money,
and most of them used it fo pay their property taxes.

Jim Salamon of Dunham Road recalls that even in
the early 1950s many cars could not make it up Alexander
Road hill between Dunham and North Meadowpark Drive.
Not only was the incline fairly sharp, the dirt and grave!
roadway had many ruts. The County worked on that
section of road in 1939, 1941 and again in 1954, making
the slope of the hill less exaggerated and finally paving that
streteh of the road.

Years ago, Former Police Chief Frank Simone,
who is deceased but had lived at 18555 Alexander Road,
stated, "When the County concreted Alexander Road from
the Valley View line to Dunham Road in the 1950s, County
Commissioners assessed property owners for the road
improvement. To pay the assessments, several property
owners along that stretch of Alexander Road divided up
their acreage and soid lots. That is why, today, some
houses in that area have narrow frontage.”

COUNTY_ENGINEERS ALEXANDER ROAD WORK RECORDS

Name Year Section of the Road Comments

Phillips Road 1839 Canal Road to Egypt Road dedicaied dirt road

Phillips Road 1855 Road work in Canal Road area dirt road

Renamed Alexander Road 1881 Egypt Road to Walton Road dedicated widened, graded, still steep, dirt/gravel
Alexander Road 1928 Relocation from Canal Road to near N. Meadowpark Drive  concreted eastward to Dunham
Alexander Road 1939 Roadwork from Canal Road fo top of hill some sections brick

Alexander Road 1940 Walton to Norihfield Road dedicated narrow, dirtigravel

Alexander Road 1941 Widened from Dunham Road to Walion Road still dirt/gravel

Alexander Road 1954 Northfield Road to east of raiiroad dedicated widened, concreted

Alexander Road 1856 Widened, altered from Canal Road fo Peitibone Road entire road is concrete
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STORIES about Our ROADS

Part V {continued, p.2)

ALEXANDER ROAD

in 1945

1945 photo of Alexander Road,
looking west -

toward Walton Road.

The photo was taken from
19005 Alexander Road

by Car and Violet Podgurski
when they purchased their lot.
{They are deceased.)

ALEXANDER ROAD

in_1945

1945 photo

of Alexander Road,
looking east

toward Northfield Road.
Photo was also fzaken
from

19005 Alexander Road
by the Podgurskis.
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STORIES about Our ROADS

OUR NEWER ROADS - Part VI

by Jean and Bob Kainsinger

Following are the 3 pages that make up Part 6 - the last section in a series of articles about Walton Hills Roads.
Parts 1 through 5 were about our County roads. Part 6 is about our village sfreets. Our first village street was Carmany Drive,
dedicated in1938, and our most recent street is Nodding Hill Drive, in 2006.

Ludwig Shaner Conelly, who was a Brigadier General and also a local real estate broker, played a major role in
changing the makeup of our land between 1936 and the early 1960s. His company sold lots in our part of Bedford Township on
which more than 400 new houses were built. He developed 15 subdivisions for land owners who were interested in selling their
property, and then sold the lots for them. Starting in 1936, Conelly sold lots along the existing County roads. Then in 1939 he
mapped out his first subdivision with new streets. Conelly cut 17 of our village streets, two of them he named after himself and
several he named for friends.

Conelly lots were scld as unimproved property. Buyers had to obtain electricity from CEl or Ohio Edison at their own
expense, dig their own well, put in their own septic tank, and do without other services we enjoy today such as gas, sanitary and
storm sewers,

ABOUT THOSE CONELLY STREETS

Conelly streets were hastily prepared by Conelly and his son Chester, and they didn't hold up. After the construction of
a few houses, the street was in poor shape and needed major repair.

Several Conelly sfreets were cut and dedicated during Township days when requirements were minimal. Other streets
were laid and dedicated soon after the village was incorporated in 1951, and before the Mayor and Council had a chance to
strengthen and enforce Village Ordinances. However, once a street was dedicated, the Village was responsible for its upkeep.

Tom Young became Mayor of Waiton Hills in 1958. He met with the Chief County Engineer for advice on how to build
up the village streets. Afterwards he, Council and the Service Department foliowed through on the Engineer's suggested
procedures. An extensive street project was undertaken during years when the Village was receiving large tax revenues from
the Walton Hills Ford Stamping Plant. Village officials decided to make needed improvements to its streets, using village funds
and at no cost to homeowners.

STREET YEAR DEVELOPER  COMMENTS:

Carmany Drive 1939 L. S.Conelly  Conelly named the street for his friend, Otis Carmany, who was the 2nd person fo
buy one of his lots. The Carmanys built at 7195 Walton Road.

Allen Drive early 1940s L. S.Conelly  Conelly named the street for his friend, Johnny Allen, who purchased the
abandoned Walton School at 7307 Walton Road from Conelly Realty Co.

Dunham Lane 1941  Bob and Hazel In the 1940s summer cottages were grouped along a dirt lane owned by
Chvatal Dr. Frank and Mae Chvatal. Since the lane was off Dunham Road, the Chvatals
named the path Dunham Lane. Their son and his wife, Bob and Hazel Chvatal,
handled the cottage rentals and oversaw the properties. The Chvatal family also
owned several houses and cottages along Dunham Road.
Bob and Hazel Chvatal built a new house for themselves at 7755 Dunham Road.

Deliwood Drive 1949 L. S. Conelly  Conelly named the street for his friend, Delmer Mitchell, who bought a lot from
Conelly and built his house at 7270 Walton Road.

Jefferson Drive 1948 L.S.Conelly =~ Conelly named the street after Jefferson Walton. Jefferson Walton's log cabin
faced Walfton Road. If it were standing today, the log cabin would be at
18136 Jefferson Drive. In 1879 Jefferson Walton built 2 new house for his family
at 7228 Walton Road.
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DEVELOPER

QUR NEWER ROADS - PartVi {continued, page 2)

COMMENTS:

McLellan Drive 1949

Morningside Dr. 1949

Conelly Drive  1950s
Deeridge Drive  1950s

East Lake Drive 19503

Linda Lane 1950s

1. S. Conelly

L. 8. Conelly

L. S. Conelly
L. S. Conelly

L. S. Conelly

L. 8, Conelly

North Meadowpark 1950s L. S. Conelly
Orchard Hill Drive 1950s L. S. Conelly

Rotary Drive 1950s

L. S. Conelly

South Meadowpark 1950s L. S. Conslly
Spanghurst Drive 1950s L. S. Conelly

West Lake Drive 1950s L. S. Conelly

Woodlake Drive  1950s
Stuble Lane 19503

Fem Lane 1956

Logan Drive 1956

Chestnut Drive, 1959
Hickory Drive,
Tulip Lane

L. S. Conelly
Carl Stuble

Ward R. Heck

Ward R. Heek

Conelly named the sireet for his friends, the McClellans, who bought a lot from
Conelly and built their house at 7285 Walton Road. On Conelly's original plat
plan "McLellan Drive" is spelied "McClellan Drive,” but somehow the capital C was
dropped and the spelling remains McLelian.

Conelly named the street for its eastern position among his Walton Hills
subdivisions.

Conelly named the street after himseif.

Conelly named the street for the many deer in the area.

Conelly named the street for its man-made lakes which were dug by Conelly and
his crew.

Conelly named the street for his granddaughter, Linda Carter Strizzi,
daughter of Jeanne Conelly Carter.

Conelly named the street for ifs fields and park-like sefting.

Conelly named the street after the Richard Orchards, owners of the land for
several decades beginning in the 1870s.

Conelly named the street in honor of the Bedford Rotary Club. Originally, Conelly
planned to sell lots on Rotary Drive exclusively fo Rotary members.

Conelly named the street for its fields and park-like setting.

Conelly named the street for his daughter Marian's husband, Carl Spang.

Conelly named the street for its man-made lakes which were dug by Conelly
and his crew.

Conelly named the sfreet for its lakes which were dug by Conelly and his crew.

Car! Stuble, with Conelly's help, developed the street and named it after himself.
Stuble owned and subdivided his land.

Heck named the street for his wife, Fem Heck.

As owner of the land, Heck subdivided the area and cuf the streef. Hewas a
Bedford realtor who lived on Logan Street in Bedford.

After Heck's death, the family had Conelly sell the remaining lofs.

Heck named the street Logan Drive after his street in Bedford.

As owner of the land, Heck subdivided the area and cut the street. He was a
Bedford realtor who lived on Logan Street in Bedford,

After Heck's death, the family had Conelly self the remaining lots.

Incorporated as  Floyd Carr, Sr., owner of the land, named the streets in his development for the
Chestnut Ridge trees in the area.

by Floyd Carr, Sr.
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OUR NEWER ROADS - Part Vi

{continued, page 3)

Lillian Kral owned the acreage around Kral Drive. With Conelly's help, she
developed the street. She named Kral Drive after herself.

Guy and Ruth larussi named the street for the beautiful view when the Summer
sun sets on their fand. Conelly sold the lots on Summerset Drive for the larussis.

Conelly named the street for himself. Shaner is Ludwig Shaner Conelly's middie
name. This was the last Conelly street. He died in 1963 at age 80.

Lucy Spoto and Marie Morrison were two of the daughters of Kydan and
Josephine Scarpete. The Scarpete family had owned the land since 1916.
Lucy and Marie developed the street and named it after their father.

The street was named by the man who bought the land for development.
His last name was Rauland.

Richard Matusz bought the land for development. Andras is the English spelling
of Richard Matusz's father's first name.

Richard Matusz bought the land for development. He named the street for himself.
Richard Matusz's nickname is Sonny.

Davis bought the planned subdivision from the Ratner family of Forest City.
Forest City named the streets, giving them generic names.

Davis bought the planned subdivision from the Ratner family of Forest City.
The original name for Rashell Drive had to be changed because another strest
in the same zip code already had that name. Davis then named the street
Rashell, for Dick Hopkins' granddaughter, Rashell. Hopkins was a Walton Hills
Councilman at that time.

Ken Pund bought this section of land for development. He named the street for
his wife, Brenda Lee Pund.

Dan Ryan bought the property for development. He named the street Ceile,
pronounced "kay lee,” to recognize his daughters' accomplishments in frish
dancing. Three of his daughters were championship winners in irish dance
competitions. The Ceile is one of a series of Irish step dances.

Dan Ryan bought the property for development. Dan Ryan named the street for his
family. He hopes his future grandchildren will visit the street and when doing so,
will recall fond memories of their grandfather and grandmother.

Steve Sokol, Project Manager of the development, chose the name Nodding Hill

STREET YEAR DEVELOPER COMMENTS:
Kral Drive 1960 Lillian Kral
Summerset Drive 1960  Guy and Ruth
larussi
ShanerDrive 1961 L. S. Conelly
Kydan Drive 1960s Lucy Spoto and
Marie Morrison
Rauland Drive 1974  Rauland Corp.
Andras Drive 1976  Richard Matusz
Sonny Drive 1976  Richard Mafusz
Colonial Court, 1979  Harry B. Davis
l.aurel Drive,
Regency Drive
Rashell Drive 1979  Harry B. Davis
Brenda Lee 1995  Ken Pund
Drive
Ceile Circle 2000  DanRyan
Ryan Drive 2000 DanRyan
Nodding Hill 2006  Nodding Hill
Drive Development

for the street. While scanning travel magazines for unique place names, "Nodding
Hill" caught Sokol's attention, and he chose that name for the street and the
development, Nodding Hill is not fo be confused with the London neighborhood
and setting for the Julia Roberts movie, Notting Hill,
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Jean and Bob Kainsinger
c. 1986

THE NAMING OF THE CONELLY STREETS

Allen Drive — for his friend, Johnny Allen, who bought then lived in old
Walton School, at 7307 Walton Road.

Carmany Drive — for the second lot buyer and friend, Otis Carmany.
Conelly Blvd. — for General Ludwig S. Conelly.

Deliwood Drive - for his friend, Delmer Mitchell, who had a Franklin
Oil service station on the lot next to Conelly's Bedford house. Del and
Jessie Mitchell bought a Conelly lot and built a house (7270 Walton Road).
They sold to the Freys in 1948,

Deeridge Drive — for the many deer in the area.

East Lake, West Lake,-a'nd Woodlake Drives — for their settings and
lakes developed by the Conelly Realty Company.

Hicks Road — for old Hicks Lane.

Jefferson Drive — for Jefferson Walton who built a log cabin along the
east side of Walton Road. The cabin sat far back from the road, on today’s
property at 18136 Jefferson Drive.

Linda Lane ~ for his granddaughter, Linda, who was his daughter
Jeanne’s girl.

McLellan Drive - for fr1ends of the family. The McLeHans before the
mid 19407, lived at 7285 Walton Road.

Morningside Drive — for its eastern position in the Walton Hills Estates
Subdivisions.

North and South Meadowpark Drives — for the fields and park-like
atmosphere.

Orchard Hill Drive — for the Richard Orchards who had owned the
farmland for several decades beginning in the 1870%.

Rotary Drive — for the Bedford Rotary Club, of which Conelly was an
active member. Originally he planned to reserve the lots for Rotary
members.

Shaner Drive — Ludwig S. Conelly’s middle name was Shaner.

Spanghurst Drive — for his son-in-law, Car] W. Spang.
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HOW THESE WALTON HILLS ROADS

GOT THEIR NAMES

by Bob and Jean Kainsinger

NEWER ROADS
NAME OF ROAD DEVELOPER OF LAND
Allen Drive Ludwig Shaner Conelly
Carmany Drive L. S. Conelly
Conelly Drive L. S. Conelly
Dellwood Drive L. S. Conelly
Jefferson Drive L. S. Conelly

- Linda Lane L. S. Conelly
McLellan Drive L. S. Conelly

 Orchard Hill Drive L. S. Conelly

Rotary Drive L. S. Conelly
Shaner Drive L. S. Conelly
Spanghurst Drive L. S. Conelly
Deeridge Drive L. S. Conelly
East Lake, West L. S. Conelly
Lake, Woodlake
North, South L. S. Conelly
Meadowpark Dr.
Morningside Drive L. S. Conelly

NAMED BY THE DEVELOPER FOR:

his friend, Johnny Allen, who bought then lived in old
Walton School, 7307 Walton Road

his friend, Otis Carmany, who bought the second Conelly lot
himself

his friend, Delmer Mitchell, who built at 7270 Walton Road

Jefferson Walton, who build a log cabin facing Walton Road.
Today, the log cabin would be at 18136 Jefferson Drive.

his granddaughter, Linda

his friends, the McLellans, who built at 7285 Walton Road

the Richard Orchards who had owned the farmland for

several decades beginning in the 1870’s

Bedford Rotary Club. Origina]]y he planned to sell the lots
exclusively to Rotary members.

his middle name
his son-in-law, Carl Spang
for the many deer in the area

for their settings and lakes developed
by Conelly Realty Co.

for the fields and park-like settings

for its eastern position in Conelly’s Walton Hills subdivisions
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GOT THEIR NAMES
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NEWER ROADS (continued)

Stuble Lane
Fern Lane 1956

@ Logan Drive 1956
2

Kral Drive 1960

.

Dunham Lane
1941

Chestnut,
Hickory, Tulip
Drives 1959

Kydan Drive
Summerset Drive
1960
Rauland Dr. ‘74
@ Andras Drive ‘76
Sonny Drive ‘76
@ Colonial, Laurel
and Regency
Drives 1979

Rashell Drive
1979

Hrenda Lee .Drivew
1995

Carl Stuble,
with Conelly’s help

Ward R. Heck, Conelly
sold lots after Heck’s
death _

Ward R. Heck, Conelly
sold lots after Heck’s -
death

Lillian Kral,
with Conelly’s help

Bob and Hazel Chvatal

Chestnut Ridge;
Floyd Carr, Sr.

descendants of
Kydan Scarpete

Guy and Ruth Yarussi,
Conelly sold the lots

Rauland Corp.

Richard Matusz
Richard Matusz

Harry B. Davis bought
the planned subdivision
from the Ratners of

Forest City
Harry B. Davis

Kén Pund

phozme

St /"7&6 -
ﬁfjﬁwﬁ v
his wife’s first name. Ward Heck, a Bedford realtor, % _
lived on Logan Street in Bedford. o "

himself

Heck owned acreage in Walton Hills, Heck subdivided
the land, cut a road. He named it Logan Drive after the
street of his Bedford home. '

@ lardion: WM%@@
121195 @7"?3”3,. gt7-7033

In the 40°s surmer cottages were grouped along the dirt
lane owned by his parents, Dr. Frank and Mae Chvatal

herself

pames of trees in the area
Kydan Scarpete
the beautiful view |
Summer sun setting on the newly-cut subdivision
himself
12-{998
English spelling of his father’s first name waJJ We LAy Ve
himself; his nickname s 4 23C
M&a %4@#’ ? f R
Y4qo4sy

Forest City named the streets with generic names, The
original name for Rashell Drive was changed; another
street in the zip code area already had the name.

Dick Hopkin's granddaughter.
Hopkins was a Walton Hills councilman at that time.

his wife’s first name
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