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Mayorôs Message 

I hope you all en-
joyed the holi-
days!  It is hard to 
believe, but we 
have just begun a 
new decade. I 
wish everyone a 
very healthy and 
prosperous 2010!  
 

We conducted oral arguments for our 
school district transfer attempt before the 
Ohio Supreme Court on December 15th.  
Thanks to all the residents that came to 
hear our presentation.  To watch a live 
video stream of the hearing, log on to 
h t t p : / / w w w . o h i o c h a n n e l . o r g /
m e d i a _ ar c h i v es /s u p r em e _ c o ur t /
media.cfm?file_id=123684& This has 
been a very long process, but one that 
the majority of our residents have fully 
supported.  As soon as a decision is 
reached,  you will be promptly notified.  
 

The Free Shredding / Food Donation Pro-
gram that took place on Saturday, Octo-
ber 17th was a huge success!  Over 55 
residents / businesses participated and 
1.6 tons of paper were shredded.  27.2 
trees, 4.8 cubic yards of landfill, 96 
pounds of air pollutants and 32 gallons of 
water were saved by your efforts.  In ad-
dition, 45 pounds of food were donated to 
assist those in need.  Thank you and 
KEEP RECYCLING!  Our next shredding 
program will take place in the spring. 
 

NOPEC, the Northeast Ohio Public En-
ergy Council, has locked in gas rates 
through the end of June.  For the Domin-
ion East Ohio Gas area, there will be a 
charge of $7.99 per MCF for January, 
February and March and a charge of 
$6.96 per MCF for April, May and June.  

Marlene B. Anielski 

NOPEC also offers a variable rate that 
can be secured by contacting the 
N OPEC  g as  ca l l  cen te r  a t 
888.848.7914.  Because natural gas 
prices continue to fluctuate, you can 
often find a lower fixed rate.  However, 
NOPEC does have a rate that is com-
petitive.  Remember that you can 
leave NOPEC at any time without a 
cancellation fee; however, if you want 
to return to NOPEC, it could take up to 
five or six months. Regarding electric-
ity, NOPEC entered into an agreement 
with FirstEnergy Solutions Corp. (FES) 
to provide discounted electricity for 
nine years.  The deal guarantees a 6% 
discount from January 1, 2011 through 
December 31, 2019 for residential 
customers and a 4% discount for small 
businesses. In addition, FES and 
Gexa Energy, NOPECôs current gen-
eration supplier, have signed a letter 
of intent to make FES the supplier for 
NOPEC communities in 2010.   

 

If you are a business in the Village or 
have signed up to receive the Connec-
tion electronically, you will be receiving 
emails from me to update you on the 
happenings in the Village.  If you have 
not yet signed up to receive this news-
letter electronically and want to re-
ceive my emails, simply go to the 
homepage of our website to sign up.     
 

The Job Passport  Program which lists 
job openings in our area is  located on 
our website.  Click on ñHot Links,ò se-
lect ñEmploymentò & then ñJob Pass-
port.ò We have copies of the job open-
ings in a binder in the Village Hall.   
 

The Census Bureau is recruiting peo-
ple in our area to help with the 2010 
Census.  Many different positions are 
available.   If  you  are  interested,  call 
1-866-861-2010 for more information.     

Vol. 2, Issue I 1st Quarter 2010  

The Official Quarterly Publication of the Village of Walton Hills  

- - - - - - - - - 

 



  Page 2 

www.waltonhillsohio.gov  

Connection  

Council Information Corner  

COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

William Allen  
 440-232-9466  
 440-232-7800 ext 4587  

 allenw@waltonhillsohio.gov 
 

 

Kevin Hurst  
 440-232-5458 
 440-232-7800 ext 4586 

 hurstk@waltonhillsohio.gov 

Don Kolograf  
 440-439-6109 

 440-232-7800 ext 4567 
 kolografd@waltonhillsohio.gov 
 

 
 

Denny Linville  
 440-439-2675 
 440-232-7800 ext 4577 
 linvilled@waltonhillsohio.gov 

 

 
Brian Spitznagel 

 440-439-1609 
 440-232-7800 ext 4579 
 spitznagelb@waltonhillsohio.gov 

 
 

 
Gloria Terlosky 
 440-439-1087 

 440-232-7800 ext 4582 

 terloskyg@waltonhillsohio.gov 

Legislation Approved September 15, 2009  

Ordinance 2009 -17 ï Amends the Villageôs Zoning Code.  
Adopted 6-0 

Ordinance 2009 -23 ï Establishes a video service provider 
fee.  Adopted 6-0. 

Ordinance 2009 -24 - Appropriates funds for expert legal ser-
vices for the school district transfer, architectural and design 
services for a building expansion and the initial design of the 
Rauland Drive culvert replacement. Adopted 6-0. 
 
Ordinance 2009 -25 - Articulates the responsibility of owners, 
operators and occupants in maintaining safe and sanitary 
property conditions within the Village.  Adopted 6-0. 
 
Ordinance 2009 -26 - Modifies the residential building permit 
fee regarding the replacement of existing roofs.  Adopted 6-0. 
 
Resolution 2009 -14 - Declares September 2009 as ñNational 
Recovery Monthò in the Village.  Adopted 6-0. 
 

Legislation Approved October 20, 2009  

Resolution 2009 -15 - Provides basic vision insurance for full-
time Village employees.  Adopted 6-0. 

Resolution 2009 -16 - Provides basic healthcare and prescrip-
tive drug insurance coverage for full-time Village employees.  
Adopted 6-0. 

Resolution 2009 -17 - Provides basic dental insurance for full-
time Village employees.  Adopted 6-0. 

Resolution 2009 -18 - Provides the Village with a municipal 
package insurance program.  Adopted 6-0. 

Resolution 2009 -20 - Accepts the Budget Commissionôs 
amounts and rates, authorizes the necessary tax levies and 
certifies them to the County Auditor.  Adopted 6-0. 

Legislation Approved November 10, 2009  

Ordinance 2009 -28 - Revises the Villageôs employee sick 
leave payout.  Enacted 4-1 (Yes DL, LS, DK, BS; No MT) 

Ordinance 2009 -29 - Appropriates funds for legal services relating to a lawsuit, the repair of the Rauland Drive culvert and 
consulting services.  Enacted 4-1 (Yes DL, LS, DK, BS; No MT) 

Resolution 2009 -19 - Authorizes the agreement for the repair of the Rauland Drive culvert.  Adopted 5-0. 

Legislation Approved November 17, 2009  

Resolution 2009 -21 - Corrective legislation to name the appropriate provider for healthcare and prescriptive drug insurance 
coverage for full-time Village employees.  Adopted 6-0. 

Legislation That Failed  

Ordinance 2009 -16 - Taxes lottery, gambling and sports winnings and games of chance.  (Yes LS; No MT, DL, DK, BS;      
Abstain WA).  Failed 11/17/09 

Ordinance 2009 -27 - Revises the municipal income tax ordinance to enhance cash flow to the Village relating to the due date 
of the employer withholding of payroll tax.  (Yes LS, DK, BS; No MT, DL).  Failed 11/10/09. 

Ordinance 2009 -30 - Establishes an Emergency Medical Service (EMS) Department in the Village.  (Yes WA, LS, BS, MT-per 
Mayorôs finding; No DL, DK.  Motion to overturn finding - Yes DL, DK, BS; No WA, LS).  Failed 12/8/09 

 

 

mailto:allenw@waltonhillsohio.gov
mailto:sheelerl@waltonhillsohio.gov
mailto:kolografd@waltonhillsohio.gov
mailto:linvilled@waltonhillsohio.gov
mailto:spitznagelb@waltonhillsohio.gov


 

On November 17, 2009, Lt. Kenn Thellmann and 
Officer John Paulin attended the Cuyahoga 
County DUI (Driving Under the Influence) Task 
Force Law Enforcement Awards Luncheon held at 
the Hyde Park Steak House in Beachwood.  In 
attendance were over 200 Cuyahoga County law 
enforcement officers & members of the University 
Hospitals Rainbow Babies & Childrenôs Hospital. 
 

The Walton Hills Police Department was pre-
sented with a Certificate of Participation from the 
Cuyahoga DUI Task Force along with a five pack 
of pop-up illuminated traffic cones for our partici-
pation in the Cuyahoga County DUI Task Force. 

The Walton Hills Police Department was also 
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Walton Hills Police Department  

Gary Rhines, Police Chief  

awarded a certificate from the Cuyahoga County 
DUI Task Force for ñCheckpoint Productivity: OVI 
(Operating Vehicle Impaired) Arrestsò along with a 
large portable ñDUI Enforcement Zoneò traffic sign 
for our future OVI checkpoints. 
 

Officer John Paulin was awarded a ñTop OVI Copò 
award for the amount of OVI arrests he made for 
the year 2009.  Officer Paulin was also presented 
with a set of winter gloves for his efforts.  
 

The Walton Hills Police Department has received a 
grant for 2010 from University Hospitals for future 
OVI checkpoints, saturation patrols and OVI en-
forcement to help keep our roadways safe from im-
paired drivers.  
 

The Cuyahoga County DUI Task force is sponsored 
by the Injury Prevention Center, University Hospi-
tals Rainbow Babies & Childrenôs Hospital. 

First Quarter 2010  

ñMy property value went down but my property 
taxes went up.  Whatôs going on?ò  That is the 
question I kept hearing in mid-December as 
Walton Hills residents and businesses were open-
ing their 2010 first half property tax mailings.   
Primary reasons: Bedford City School Districtôs  
(BCSD) passing of a 4.9 mill operating levy in 
May 2009 and House Bill (HB) 920. 
 

For a Walton Hills home that kept its value at 
$200,000, a property owner will pay approxi-
mately $525 more in property taxes in 2010.  The 
added 4.9 mill operating levy of the BCSD tacks 
on approximately $300. The remainder of the 
property tax increase benefits the schools and the 
County due to the adverse effect HB 920 has 
when property values decrease. 
 

Property owners who have seen their property 
valuations decrease will not see the same propor-
tional decrease in property taxes mainly due to 
HB 920.  To keep it simple, HB 920 is good to 
property owners when property values increase. It 
reduces the property tax rate in order to generate 
the same amount of revenues originally intended 
when multiplied against rising property values.  
 

Conversely, HB 920 works against property own-
ers when property values decrease.  It reestab-
lishes previously reduced property taxes in order 
to generate the same amount of revenues as 

originally intended when the property tax rates were 
voted in.  Over the years, the property tax rate of 
both the BCSD and parts of Cuyahoga County were 
being whittled away as property values were on the 
rise.  Unfortunately for property owners, these rates 
had to be restored with the latest valuation. 
 

Because property valuations decreased for many, 
the Village will be receiving less property tax. The 
Villageôs very low property tax rate of 0.3 mills is the 
absolute lowest in Cuyahoga County and quite pos-
sibly the State.  It is unaffected by HB 920 due to its 
establishment prior to the implementation of HB 
920.  The annual portion of property taxes paid to 
the Village by a property owner is $18.38 for a 
home valued at $200,000.  
 

Oh by the way, if by chance the Village is ever 
part of the Cuyahoga Heights Local School Dis-
trict, the property taxes on a home valued at 
$200,000  would be approximately $800 less a 
year than the current rate with the BCSD.       
Village businesses would also recognize a 
$7,400 savings for every $1 million of property 
valuation.   
 

The Village will be mailing out its tax forms to resi-
dents during the latter part of January. Forms can 
also be downloaded from the Villageôs website.  
The website has a new feature that allows a tax 
preparer to enter income tax information onto an 
electronic form that will automatically and accu-
rately calculate oneôs return.  Once finished, the 
return can be printed out and sent to the Village.    

Finance Department  

Vic Nogalo, Fiscal Officer 
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near the soffit with the baffles and work your way 
upward, typically 2-3 feet is plenty.  Fill the open-
ing at the bottom of the baffle with insulation.  Re-
member to wear a face mask while working with 
insulation.  If you had an icicle problem last year, 
you will undoubtedly have the same problem this 
year.  Nothing is worse than having to replace 
fallen gutters on a cold winter day!   
 

As boomers enter their golden years, more and 
more would like to stay in their home as long as 
possible ï which means making changes to keep 
them accessible and comfortable.  Popular pro-
jects include widening doorways, adding grab 
bars in the bath, and installing curbless showers. 
Your neighborhood do-it-yourself store and the 
Building Department can assist you with these 
and other home improvement ideas.  Your safety 
is our primary concern.  Please be sure your con-
tractor registers and applies for the permit by call-
ing the Walton Hills Building Department at 440-
786-2957.  Most importantly, make sure all in-
spections are performed by us PRIOR to paying 
the contractor.  
 

Donôt forget to replace your furnace filters!  

Happy and blessed 2010 from Joe and Bernie in 
the Building Department!  As always, we are here 
for you, so please donôt hesitate to contact us.   
This quarter we present to you some good old-
fashioned practical advice on keeping money in 
your pocket and value in your home.   
 

Fix it now, save a lot later.  Left unchecked, seem-
ingly minor things like loose, crumbly grout or a 
gutter pitched the wrong way can lead to huge 
and expensive home repairs.  The good news is 
that, in many cases, all it takes to head off catas-
trophe is a little preventive maintenance or an in-
expensive repair.  Spot check areas around your 
house, preferably twice a year, in the fall and 
spring. For instance, does your home have thick, 
heavy icicles forming on or around the gutters?  
Icicles are a sure sign of poor insulation or im-
proper venting in your attic.  Stop hot air from 
seeping out by the soffit vents near the gutters in 
the area of the eaves by installing baffles.  Start 

Building Department  

Joseph Voros, Chief Building  

Official & Zoning Inspector 

Dana Pinkert 

Business Manager  

Happy New Year! We are looking forward to 
continued success for our business community 
in 2010.  However, I want to take this opportu-
nity to highlight some of our activities in 2009. 
Working with Shawn Ferguson and Jason 
Laver of Economic Development Solutions, 
LLC, we continued with our Business Outreach 
and Expansion and Retention Programs. 
 
Following the core initiatives, we visited 73 
businesses in Walton Hills.  Those visits al-
lowed us to be proactive in resolving any is-
sues, including permit and signage questions, 
as well as plans for expansion or relocation 
within Walton Hills.   
 
We updated the Economic Development page 
of our website www.waltonhillsohio.gov, which 
includes a listing of the incentives we offer as 
well as guidelines and applications for those 
programs.   It also has a listing of available 

business properties in Walton Hills.  Please con-
tact me if you have a property that you would like 
to be listed on our website or you may also email 
webmaster@waltonhillsohio.gov with the details 
and contact information.    
 

Mayor Anielski hosted a Business and Workforce 
Development Expo in April of 2009. The expo was 
a one-stop shop for businesses to get information 
on new State and County incentives as well as 
updates and guidelines for programs Walton Hills 
has available.  
 

Walton Hills realized five new businesses in 2009:   
Pawlakôs, Northern High Performance, Basic Auto 
Repair, NCM Machine and Kellyôs Polishing & 
Metal Finishing, Inc.  We wish them success in 
2010 and succeeding years in Walton Hills.  

Connection  

www.waltonhillsohio.gov  

 

 
 

 
 

 

Walton Hills businesses and organizations can 

get a link to their website on  òAround Townó 

on the Walton Hills website at no cost.   

Contact the webmaster for details.  

webmaster@waltonhillsohio.gov  

http://www.waltonhillsohio.gov
mailto:webmaster@waltonhillsohio.gov


 

This winter, available rock salt should not 
be an issue like we experienced last year.  We 
have now joined the Ohio Department of Transpor-
tation consortium for the purchase of road salt for 
the 2009 / 2010 winter season.   

We will continue with the ñsensible salting programò 
instituted last year to conserve salt and provide 
savings for the Villageôs budget.  Hills, curves and 
intersections will be salted as needed.  Flat, straight 
sections of streets will be plowed and spot salted 
only.  This technique will allow us to use less mate-
rial by letting the vehicles drag the salt & salt brine 
down the street as they drive through these spot 
salted areas rather than salting the entire street.   

As always, when following our plow trucks, please 
keep a safe distance of 50 feet or more from the 
rear of the truck because the driver cannot see you 
traveling directly behind his vehicle.  Following too 
close can be dangerous because snowplows may 
suddenly throw a cloud of snow that can reduce 

Dan Stucky, Street Commissioner 
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 Service Department  

 Senior / Handicapped Resident Lawn Care  
 

 

It's that time of year again when we start preparing 
for next year's resident lawn care service.  This pro-
gram allows our senior or handicapped residents to 
get a deep discount on basic lawn care service.  
This year, we were able to expand the program to 
get a discount for ALL  Walton Hills residents.  We 
will be advertising the program for bids from local 
landscapers to get the best prices available.   
 

We will put applications for next season in an up-
coming OWL. We will also have them available at 
the Village Hall and on the Walton Hills website.   
 

But we need your help!  This is YOUR program.  

Our goal is to make this program better each year.  
Tell us what you like and what you would like to im-
prove about the service, keeping in mind this is a 

basic service designed to get the 
best price for our residents.  Re-
member that the more services we 
add, the higher the cost!  Please 
let us know your suggestions by 
calling us or emailing us at : 
 

 stuckyd@waltonhillsohio.gov 
 

  

Connection  

your visibility to zero in less time than 
a driver can react.  Also, please re-
member that we are trying to navi-
gate the same slippery road condi-
tions as everyone else.  Please drive 
with caution! 

With the vast experience, knowledge and dedica-
tion of all of our Service Department members, you 
can be assured that we will once again do our best 
to provide a safe driving experience for our resi-
dents, safety forces and all who pass through our 
Village this winter.  Everyoneôs safety is always our 
main concern! 

         Christmas Tree Chipping  
 

Live Christmas trees will be picked up by the Ser-
vice Department chipping crew beginning the first 
week of January, weather permitting.  Any live 
Christmas trees can be brought out to the road-
side with all decorations, wires, lights, etc. re-
moved to eliminate damage to the chipper or in-
jury to our crewmembers.   

Stream Management Information  
 

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
(ODNR) has developed a series of Stream Man-
agement Guide Fact Sheets to educate residents 
and property owners about various issues related 
to the management of streams.  You can access 
these fact sheets at the following website: 
 

http://ohiodnr.com/water/tabid/4060/Default.aspx  
 
Whether you own property with a stream or not, 
you are certain to find the information contained 
within these fact sheets educational.  A list of some 
of the more useful fact sheets for homeowners in-
cludes: 
 

#  1  Introduction to Stream Management 
#  2 Who Owns Ohioôs Streams 
#  3 Natural Stream Processes 
#18 Stream Debris and Obstruction Removal 
 
 
This information is provided by  
Tinkers Creek Watershed  
Partners  
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Recreation & Community Life Department  

Lisa Gagliano, Director 

 

 

Many of our senior or disabled residents have come 
to our office to find out about a variety of services to 
help make life a little easier for them.  We have 
helped them, and now we want to help others in 
need of assistance.   
 

We encourage our residents to apply for Home-
stead Exemption, Homestead Water and HEAP.   
The application forms seem overwhelming, but the 
benefits far outweigh the effort of filling out the pa-
per work. If you do not have a family member to 
help you, we will help you.  The Homestead Water 
program will drastically cut the water bill of those 
who qualify.  It will also save the Village on sewer 
charges, which the Village pays for its residents.  
Sign up for this program and save your tax dollars! 
 

We provide quality service to residents who need 
help.  We will set up Meals on Wheels, dispute 
questionable bills, seek help for abuse and theft 
and call to clarify confusing medical billings.    Our 
transportation department provides exceptional ser-
vice in comparison to all other communities. Al-
though transportation charges have been applied,  
not even the President receives better care!    
 

Call us if you know of anyone who is currently un-
employed and in need of food.  All information we 
receive is kept strictly confidential.  We can provide 
basic staples and food items on a temporary basis.   
 

Based upon comments from the seniors using our 
services, the highest level of trust has been estab-
lished.  You do not have to be afraid to call us or 
come visit us in our office in the Community Room.  
If you canôt get to us ï we can come to you! 

 
 

www.waltonhillsohio.gov  

Recreation & Community Life Dept. 

Lisa Gagliano, Director / 440.786.2964 
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National League of Cities (NLC)  
Prescription Discount Card Program  

 

Residents who are without health 
insurance or a traditional pharmacy 
benefit plan, or have prescriptions 
not covered by insurance, have a 
solution to obtain medications at a 
discount.  The NLC Prescription Dis-
count Card Program, in collaboration 
with CVS Caremark, can save an average of 20% 
off the full retail cost of prescription medication.  
There will be no fees, no restrictions and no limits 
on how often the card is used.  Most major retail 
pharmacy chains accept this card.  This plan is 
not insurance, it is a prescription discount pro-
gram that provides immediate discounts at the 
pharmacy. The card cannot be used in conjunc-
tion with any other insurance.  Prescription dis-
count cards are available at the Village Hall.      

NEW DIRECTORY TO BE PRINTED THIS SPRING! 
 

Please check your 2008-2009 Village Directory to make sure that all of the information pertaining to your 
listing is correct. If there is something you would like to change, please email Jane at 
nowickij@waltonhillsohio.gov, call her at 440-786-2963 or drop a note marked ñAttention Janeò in the 
white Village mailbox by February 26th.  Your note should state your name, address and whether or not 
you want your telephone number  and / or email address listed.  If you do not have a current Directory and 
would like to review your listing, please call Jane and she will be glad to assist you.  In addition, If you 
have a home based business and would like to be included in our listing of Village businesses, please call 
Jane to list your business name and phone number and address if desired.    

 

Please note:  The addresses of all residents who moved in after the Directory was published 
in April of 2008 will be included unless we are notified otherwise.  We will not print the phone 
number unless we receive permission.   

Extra Help in 2010  
 

Beginning January 1, 2010, changes in the law  
will make it easier for some people to qualify  for 
Extra Help with Medicare prescription drug plan 
costs.  Life insurance polices will no longer count 
as a resource.  The regular help that you receive 
from someone else to pay your household ex-
penses - food, mortgage, rent, heating fuel or gas, 
electricity, water and property taxes - will no 
longer count as income.  This will not change the 
basic resource and income limits for Extra Help, 
but it will change what is counted in these limits.  
To qualify, your resources must be limited to 
$12,510 for an individual or $25,010 for a married 
couple living together.  Annual income is limited to 
$16,245 for an individual or $21,855 for a married 
couple living together.  Call Lisa for more details. 



Page 7 

www.waltonhillsohio.gov  

First Quarter 2010  

Veterans Day Memories 
Left:  Walton Hills Police Offi-

cer Joseph Morgan, a former 
Sergeant in the U.S. Army, leads 

the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

Right:  Resident Tim Sargent 

performs the National Anthem 
as those in attendance sing 

along.   

 
�%�H�O�R�Z���� �U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�� �´�$�U�P�\�� �0�R�P�µ�� �.�D�W�K�\��
Sargent reads her entry from the book 

�´�/�R�Y�H�� �<�R�X�� �0�R�U�H�� �7�K�D�Q�� �<�R�X�� �.�Q�R�Z��- 
�0�R�W�K�H�U�V�·�� �6�W�R�U�L�H�V�� �$�E�R�X�W�� �6�H�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �7�K�H�L�U��
�6�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���'�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�V���W�R���:�D�U���µ���� 

Left, Mayor Marlene Anielski 

addresses the crowd with 
thoughts on the meaning and 

significance of Veterans Day.   
 

Below middle, Former Coun-
cilman Dr. Les Sheeler, previ-
ously a Major in the Army, 

�U�H�F�L�W�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �S�R�H�P�� �´�7�K�H�\�� �'�L�G��
�7�K�H�L�U���6�K�D�U�H���µ 

 
Right, Jean Deak, Bill Deak and Mike 
Hopkins unveil the newly installed Veter-

�D�Q�V�·���0�R�Q�X�P�H�Q�W�� �S�O�D�T�X�H���� �� �7�K�H�� �S�O�D�T�X�H���U�H�F��
ognizes those whose support and contri-
butions helped to make the construction 

of the monument possible. 

Above, Master Sergeant Erin 

Aldridge, daughter of residents Mike 
and Sue Hopkins, currently serving 
in the Air Force Reserve, shares 

some thoughts on serving her coun-
try and thanks those who served in 
past years.  Below, residents gather 

for refreshments in the Community 
Room after the ceremony.   

 

Left, resident Army Veteran Ron 
Klukan presents a memorial wreath  

in honor of our departed veterans 
as those in attendance observe a 

moment of silence.   


