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THE DUNHAM ROAD STORY

by Jean and Bob Kainsinger

The Dunham Road bridge construction project has affected many of us in the village.
Throughout the years many people before us have traveled up and down Dunham Road
hill, crossed over a Tinker’s Creek Bridge, and experienced delays.

‘Dunham Road was once an Indian Trail

Dunham Road was once part of the Mahoning Trail, one of the main Indian paths that
started where the three rivers meet in Pitisburgh. It worked its way through Ohio and
ended in Detroit. In frontier years the great trail connected Fort Pitt and Fort Detroit, the
two most important outposts in the Northwest Territory. Indians, French explorers, fur
trappers, traders and pioneers used the Mahoning Trail.

Dunham Road was once part of the

Cleveland-Pittsburgh Stagecoach Road

This stagecoach route followed the Mahoning and Ottawa Indian Trails. One stop along
the Cleveland-Pittsburgh Stagecoach Road was the stagecoach inn owned by Moses
Gleeson. Called World’s End, the tavern was located close to the road on the east hillside
in the field up the hill from 6975 Dunbam Road. There, travelers could eat and rest
overnight if they chose. The stagecoach inn was designed as two identical houses joined
together.

Originally, the Walton Hills section of Dunham Road

was two roads - Egypt Road and Dunham Road
Records at the County Engineers office show Egypt and Dunham Roads as being among
the very oldest roads in Cuyahoga County. They became dedicated County roads in 1820,
That was only 23 years after Moses Cleaveland and his team surveyed this part of the
Western Reserve in 1796 and 1797, Settlers carved new ruts in the dirt trail as they
hauled their belongings by oxen teams or horseback to their new homesteads. The roads
needed surfacing. By 1852 the County laid wood boards along the roadway, and official
records of that year list Egypt and Dunham Roads as planked roads.
Years later, the County paved the road with bricks.

Two Roads
As-you can see from this sketch based on an 1890 County map, Dunham Road twisted
sharply at the bottom of the hill where it ended at Button Road. Egypt Road and Dunham
Road did not connect in those days.
In 1907 the County relocated the two roads in the Tinker’s Creek area and merged them
to form one roadway - Dunham Road.
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Dunham Road and Egypt Road in 1890
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The above sketch is based on an 1890 Cuyahoga County Map.
Dunham Road twisted sharply at the bottom of the hill where it ended at Button Road.

Egypt Road began at Tinker’s Creek Road. ‘
(drawing by Nina Wolf and Jean Kainsinger)
page 20, The Village of Walton Hills: Tracing Our Heritage)

How Egypt Road and Dunham Road Got Their Names
Dunham Road was named for the Dunham families who settled along the Maple Heights
section of the road in the early 1800’s,

Egypt Road got its name from what was thought to have been an Indian Mound sitting
back on the eastern hillside, opposite today’s Astorhurst Golf Course. In the early. 1800,
settlers thought the mound resembled the shape of an Egyptian pyramid. They called the
mound Egypt Mound, the nearby road Egypt Road and their community Little Egypt.

for more information see:
Village of W, iljs: i eritage
by Jean and Bob Kainsinger  copyright: 1986
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