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Down beyond the end of the remnants of
lower Button Road. across Dunham Road on
the south bank of Tinker's Creek is the
Astorhurst Restaurant in Walton 'Hills
Village. The golf course of the Astorhurst
Country Club is on the rising hillside to the
south.

The modern brick and stone restaurant is
built around the old Astorhurst Villa, a
rambling brick structure that housed a
leisurely, genteel dining facility in the 1940s
and 50s. Philip Astor was the proprietor, a
fact that provides a hint as to the origin of the
name of the Astorhurst.

A century before that, up on the opposite
hillside to the north, another eatery (and
drinkery) flourished, fed by the traffic of
Button Road. This was the famous Mother
Parker’s Tavern, offering a rest stop for man
and beast, a respite from the toil of fighting
the mud and dust and ruts of the pioneer
. wagon trail.
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The Village of Walton Hills
.

TRACING OUR HERITAGE
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CONTrol SOIUNION and a water recraanon TaciIiy 1Or not Only locar residents, but for
visitors and vacationers,

However, Lake Shawnee would aiso have destroyed the natural and
historical sights within Bedford Reservation, Chances are, the lake and dam
woulid also have changed the environment of neighboring communities, such as
Bedford, Walton Hills and Valley View.

The LAKE SHAWNEE STORY

In 1961 County leaders planned to dam up Tinkers Creek near Dunham
Road and create a huge lake within Bedford Reservation; the size of the lake
estimated at more than 140 acres. Its 40-feet high and 200-feet long dam would
have water gate controls and a roadway (Button Road) across the wall, Lake
Shawnee would be two and one half miies long, stretching from near the Ranger
Station on Egbert Road to Dunham Road. It would be the deepest man-made
take in Ohio; indeed almost as deep as Lake Erie.

The federal government was expected to pay for building the dam
because it was categorized a major ficod control project. Since Tinkers Creek
and its tributarfes supply one third of the water flowing into the Cuyahoga River,
the dam would coniro! flooding in areas of the Cuyahoga Vailey.



