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The Silver / Scarpete / Kral / Acreage

The Silver Farm

The Scarpete Farm and Fields

The Kral Acreage

The Gypsy Camp  (also see the Gypsy Album)

The Tuberculosis Camp

Golden Glens Dance Hall

Inferview Notes

Al and Alice Spoto Al Spoto: Village Employee 1957-1986
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The SILVER HOUSE

Amos Silver built his house at 17900 Egbert Road in c. 1854.

The house was razed in 1996, allowing space for a new house to be built on Egbert Road,
| on the north side of the Kral Drive entrance.

This old photograph shows the original exterior of the house before 1947.

The SILVER BARN

The Silver Barn, built before 1860, stood close to Egbert Road.
if standing today, it would be on the north side of the entrance to Kral Drive.
The barn was razed along with the Silver house, in 1996.

{1986 photograph)

SILVER CREEK PARK which was renamed GOLDEN GLENS PICNIC GROVE by Lillian Kral

was on Egbert Road, across the street from Bedford Reservation Bridal Veil Falls Parking Lot.

Golden Glens operated as a business from the 1920s through the 1950s,
first by Josephine Scarpete and then by Lillian Kral.

its pavilion was called Golden Glens Dance Hall.
The closed-in pavilion sat close to the road and had two small concession stands.
In front of the buildings were the well and pump and western-style ranch entry gates.
There was an open dance area and a wooded hillside across the stream
where people sat and listened to the music.

Primarily, church groups and social groups rented the grounds for picnics and clambakes, but

occasionally bands were hired to play at dances sponsored by Lillian Kral.
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The SILVER FARM

THE SILVERS

Amos Silver began purchasing acreage
along Egbert Road in 1838. He cleared and farmed
his 1and, built a log cabin and raised his family.

By 1860 Silver owned over 100 acres on
both sides of Egbert Road. His acreage on the east
side of Egbert Road extended from Walton Road
south, and included Kral Drive and the lowland
before the approach to Conelly Bivd. His land on the
west side of Egbert Road is now part of Bedford
Reservation. His farm also faced the southwest side
of Walton Road, from Egbert Road up to 7112
Walton Road.

Silver and his descendents owned the
property from 1838 until 1905

The AMOS SILVER HOMESTEAD,
built ¢. 1854 and razed in 1986
to make room for new houses
on lots facing Kral Drive.

This old photograph shows the original
exterior of the house before 1947,
{Photo reproduced by Nina Wolf)

{Stories about this land fo be continued)
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by Jean and Bob Kainsinger

Silver built a wood frame farmhouse far
back from the road (17900 Egbert Road) in ¢. 1854,
The years took its toll on the house. It was razed in
1996 to make room for new houses on iots facing
Kral Drive.

South branch of Deerlick Creek runs
through the old Silver farm. For a few years
flagstone was quarried from the banks of the stream.
Local residents in those days called the stream
Silver Creek, named for the Silver family.

Until 1996 a landmark on the property was
the old barn that stood close to Egbert Road at the
Kral Drive entrance. Built before 1860, the Silver
barn was constructed with planks of hand-hewn oak
joined together with wooden pegs. Even the ladder
going up to the hay loft was assembled with pegs.

The AMOS SILVER BARN,
built before 1860, stood
close to Eghert Road, by
the north side of the
entrance to Kral Drive.

The barn was razed along
with the Silver house, in
1996.

(1986 photo by Nina Wolf)
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The SILVER / SCARPETE / KRAL ACRES

by Jean and Bob Kainsinger

This is the second in a series of articles about the Silver / Scarpete / Kral acreage.

The SCARPETES

From 1905 until 1916 ownership of the
Silver farm changed hands a few times. Then in
1916, Kydan and Josephine Scarpete, immigrants
from Italy, bought the house and 52 acres that faced
the southeast side of Egbert Road and the
southwest side of Walton Road.

Although Kydan Scarpete worked full-time at
the McMyler-interstate Company, he and his wife
and children worked together to care for their dairy
cows, made cheese and wine, and operated a truck
farm. Scarpete used his horse and wagon to sell
fruits, vegetables and cheese at the Old Central
Market in downtown Cleveland and also door-to-
door along Warrensville Road and the
Woodland/East 93 Street area. Scarpete died just
six years after moving here, when an automobile
collided with his horse and wagon. He left a widow
with six children.

ONE WOMAN'S STRUGGLES to

KEEP HER LAND

Josephine Scarpete and her children
continued to live off their farm. But, eaming money
to pay the property taxes, especially during the
depression years, was a major problem for her.

CAMP for TUBERCULOSIS PATIENTS

For a few summers Josephine Scarpete
rented out her hilltop back acreage to tuberculosis
patients and their families who wished to camp there
during the warm summer months. Tuberculosis was
a prevalent disease during the early 1900s. At that
time one commeon treatment was for TB patients o
spend time outdoors at higher alfitudes in the
country where the air was crisp and clear. The site
of the camp was the acreage near the cul-de-sacs of
Kral and Kydan Drives.

21

GYPSY CAMP

Then for five spring seasons Scamete rented
out her land to a band of gypsies. During prior years the
nomads had camped along Northfield Road, by today's
Ben Venue properties. The Scarpete fields offered the
gypsies more privacy and space. One spring the gypsies
set up their tents in the Scarpete lowiands by South -
Branch of Deerlick Creek (east side of Egbert Road,
south of Kral Drive} and the next four springs they
camped on her hiittop back acreage, the site of today's
Kral drive houses. Residents living within a couple miles
of the gypsy camp did not trust the tribe members, and
wamed their youngsters not fo wander close to the
Scarpete gypsy camp, lest danger come fo them.

Joe Jesensky, a historian and naturalist who at
the time was a graphic art student at the Cleveland
institute of Art, recalls his visits with the gypsies at the
Scarpete site during those years. After gaining their
confidence, Jesensky made numerous sketches of fribe
members and their camp, and learned to appreciate their
unorthodox customs. Sybella, who at an age

approaching 100 was sfill Queen of the camp, was

Jesensky’s most intriguing model. One year the gypsies
celebrated a wedding. The music and feasting lasted the
entire night, and the smell of roasting meat and the sound
of their joyful, yet haunting music permeated the air.

The Gypsy Camp on Egbert Road. 1929 sketch by
Joseph Jesensky. Sketch reproduced by Nina Wolf,
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The SILVER / SCARPETE / KRAL ACRES coined

GOLDEN GLENS PICNIC GROVE

Another enterprise of Josephine Scarpete was
Silver Creek Park, or Golden Glens Picnic Grove as it was
later called. The park was at the bottom of Egbert Road hill,
by south branch of Deerlick Creek, on the east side of read
and south of Kral Drive and across the sireet from today's
Bridal Veil Falls parking area.

Josephine Scarpete built a large closed-in pavilion
and two small concession stands close to the road. In front
of the buildings were a welf and pump, an open dance area
and western-style ranch entry gates. A bridge forded the
creek to provide a walkway to the hillside on the north, where
guests could sit and listen to the music. Most renters were
church and social groups. Golden Glens operated as a
business from the 1920s through the 1950s.

MONEY PROBLEMS CONTINUE

By 1937 Josephine Scarpete was about fo lose
her property because of back taxes. To keep the land
within the family, five of the six children who by then
were adults, divided up and purchased the bulk of the
family land from their mother, and put some acres on
the market. Josephine and her youngest son Carl
continued to live in the old Silver house and the
remaining 20 acres facing Egbert Road.

Scarpete daughters Mary Casale Brickhouse built
her house at 7040 Walton Road and Marie Morrison's house
was at 7110 Walton Road. Scarpete daughters Lucy Spoto
and Marie Morrison developed Kydan Lane, naming the
street for their father. A few Scarpete grandchildren also
settled on family land. Granddaughter Darlene Morrison
Neely built her house at 7090 Walton Road. In 1947
grandson Al Spoto and his wife Alice built their house at
7060 Walton Road, where Alice still resides. Granddaughter
Beverly Sima and her husband Leo live in the house they
built at 18171 Kydan Lane in 1967. From the mid 1960s until
the mid 1980s granddaughter Jane Barker lived at 18265
Kydan Lane.

The KRALS

In 1947 Carl Scarpete sold the old Silver homestead
and 20 acres of land along Egbert Road that included Golden
Glens Picnic Grove to Lillian Kral and her husband Ronald.
By that time the fields were abandoned, the trees in the
orchard were at the end of their fruit-bearing years and the
old house was in need of major repair.

22

For a number of years, Lillian Kral kept Golden
Glens open. She sponsored a few dances, rented out the
park to groups who used it for clambakes and picnics, and
invited Iocal groups to use the facilities. The Walton Hills
Rangers held a few events there, including a Hafloween
party. The Walton Hills Women’s Club held ifs organizational
meeting at Golden Glens on August 29, 1951 and Cub Scout
Pack #417 occasionally mef there in 1955.

Finally, when the work of keeping the grounds in
shape became a chore, Kral closed up Golden Glens. Lillian
Kral had the pavilion bulldozed just before she finalized plans
in 1960 to develop Kral Drive with the help of General L.S.
Conelly of Conelly Realty Co.

TOP: Golden Glens Dance Hall. (Date of photograph
unknown. Photo reproduced by Nina Wolf)

BOTTOM: Silver/Scarpete acreage faced both Egbert
and Walton Roads. Along the SW side of Waiton, the
farm extended from Eghbert Road to 7412 Walton Road.
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GLIMPSES INTO THE PAST .
- 1935-1940 AFTER THE DEPRESSION (con ps)

ONE WOMAN’S STRUGGLES TO KEEP HER LAND

In 1916 Kydan and Josephine Scarpete bought fifty-two acres of the old Silver farm. The acreage fronted
Egbert and Walton Roads and the homestead and bam faced Egbert Road, just to the north of today’s Kral
Drive. Six years later, Josephine was a widow with six children to raise.

Earning money to pay the property taxes, especially during the depression years, was a major problem for
Mirs. Scarpete. For a few summers she rented the hilltop back acreage to Tuberculosis patients and their
families who camped there. Then, for five Spring seasons she rented her land to a band of gypsies.

GOLDEN GLENS |
Another of her ventures was Silver Creek Park, which she named after Amos Silver. A few years later the
park was renamed Golden Glens Picnic Grove. Golden Glens was on Egbert Road, across the street from the
Bedford Metropark Bridal Veil Falls parking lot . Golden Glens operated as a business from the 1920’s
through the 1950°s.

Josephine Scarpete built a pavilion in the lowland along the creek and called it Golden Glens Dance Hall.
This large, closed-in pavilion sat close to Egbert Road, and had two small concession stands.

In front of the buildings, were the well and pump, and western-style ranch entry gates. There was an open
- dance area and a wooded hillside across the stream where customers sat and listened 1o the music.
Most of Mrs. Scarpete’s customers were church and social groups.

MONEY PROBLEMS CONTINUED
By 1937 Josephine Scarpete was about to lose her property because of back taxes. To keep the land within
the family, five of her six children, who were adults by then, had jobs and lived away from home, paid the
back taxes for their mother. In exchange, Josephine had them divide up 32 of her 52 acres, each taking
ownership of their share.

Josephine and her youngest sén, Carl, continued to live in the old Silver house and the remaining twenty
acres that faced Egbert Road. :

In 1947, Carl Scarpete sold the old house and the twenty acres along Egbert Road which included Golden
Glens, to Lillian Kral and her husband, Ronald. _

For a number of years, Lillian Kral kept Golden Glens open. She sponsored dances, advertised in local
newspapers and rented out the park to groups who used it for clambakes and picnics.

Kral razed the buildings just before she began to develop Kral Drive with L. S. Conelly of Conelly Realty,
in 1960.

A third generation of Scarpetes continue to live in the village: Bev and Leo Sirna, 18171 Kydan Drive and
Al’s widow, Alice Spoto, who lives at 7060 Walton Road.

-8-
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GLIMPSES INTO THE PAST

(Barn: 1986 photo by Nina Wolf)

The barn was close to Egbert Road, north side of Kral Drive.

ARLEL
ILVER HOUSE and BARN have been razed

AL

s
The house was located where a new house stands at 17900 Egbert Road

The

, north of Conelly Dr.

Drive

SITE OF GOLDEN GLENS DANCE HALL
south of Kral

Egbert Road
(photos reproduced by Nina Wolf)

L]

GOLDEN GILENS and GOLDEN GLENS DANCE BALL

GYPSIES AT SCARPETE CAMP

a 1929 sketch by Joe Jesensky
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THE SIHVER FARM ©
A year after James Egbert bought his land, Amos Silver purchased
acreage along Egbert Road (in 1838) which was adjacent and south of
Egbert’s. He cleared his land, built 2 log cabin, and raised his family on
the farm. By 1860 Amos Silver owned over 100 acres on both sides of the
road, retaining ownership until 1905,

Silver built a wood frame farmhouse at 17900 E chert Road in ¢. 1854, on
the eastern hilltop, far back from the road.

A landmark on the property is the old barn standing at the Kral Drive
intersection. Built before 1860, the barn was econstructed with planks of
hand-hewn oak joined together with wooden pegs. Even the ladder going
up to the hay loft was assembled with pegs.

AMOS SIIVER built the house ot 17900 Egbert Road in ¢
1854, This old photograph shows the original exterior of the
house before 1947.

76
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THE SILVER BARN, built before 1860, stands at the Egbert
Road/Kral Drive infersection. (1986 photogroph,)

South Branch of Deerlick Creek runs through the old Silver farm. For a
few years flagstone was quarried from the banks of the stream, just east of
Egbert Road. Local residents in those days called the stream Silver Creek,
for the Amos Silver family.

From 1905 until 1916 ownership of the Silver farm changed hands a few
times. Then in 1916 Kydan and Josephine Scarpete, immigrants from
Italy, bought the house and the acreage on the southeast side of Egbert
Road. The Silver land across the street eventually became part of Bedford
Metropolitan Park.

THE SCARPETE FARM

The Scarpetes moved into the Silver house at 17900 Egbert Road and
settled down on their 52-acre farm. Kydan worked full-time at the
McMyler-Interstate Company while the family members worked together
to care for their dairy cows, made cheese and wine, and operated a truck
farm. Scarpete used his horse and wagon to sell fruits, vegetables, and
cheese at the Old Central Market in downtown Cleveland and also door to
door along Warrensville Road and the Woodland/East 93rd Street area.

Kydan Scarpete died just six years later (1922), when an automobile
collided with his horse and wagon. His widow, Josephine, did her best to
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heold onto the land. For a few summers she rented out her hilltop back
acreage to tuberculosis patients and their families who wished to camp
there during the warm summer months. Tuberculosis was a prevalent
disease during the early 1900’s, At that time one common treatment was
for TB patients to spend time outdoors at higher altitudes in the country
where the air was crisp and clear.

For five spring seasons Jogephine Scarpete rented out herland toa wmﬁm
of gypsies who, for a number of seasons previously, had camped at the City
of Bedford borderline (next to the railroad tracks, a short distance behind
the tavern on the west side of Northfield Road, just south of Forbes Road).
Eager for more privacy and space, the band of nomads moved from their
Northfield Road location to the Scarpete land. One spring the gypsies set
up their tents in the Scarpete lowlands by South Branch of Deerlick
Creek, and the next four springs they camped on her hilltop back acreage,
the site of today’s Kral Drive houses.

Joe Jesensky recalls his spring visits with the gypsies over a series of
years. After gaining their confidence, Jesensky made numerous sketches
of the tribe members and their camp, and learned to appreciate their
unorthodox customs. Sybella, who at an age approaching 100 was still
Queen of the camp, was Jesensky’s most intriguing model. .

I b2 ot H T

THE GYPSY CAMP sketched by Joseph ). Jesensky in 1929.
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One year while camping on the Scarpete hilltop land, the gypsies held a
wedding celebration. The music and feasting lasted the entire night, and
the smell of roasting meat and the sound of their Jjoyful, yet haunting
music permeated the air for many hours.

Several area residents, fearful of the tribe of nomads, warned their
youngsters not to wander close to the Scarpete gypsy camp, lest danger
come to them. Betsy Baker, daughter of Virgil Allen, is not the only 1930’
resident who entered the Egbert Road gypsy camp with both curiosity
and trepidation.

Another enterprise of Jusephine Scarpete was Silver Creek Park, or
Golden Glens Picnic Grove as it was later called. The park was at the
bottom of Egbert Road Hill, in the lowland by South Branch of Deerlick
Creek, on the east side of the road. There was a large, closed-in pavilion
called Golden Glens Dance Hall and two small concession stands on the
south side of the creek. Scarpete was proud of the flooring she bought for
the dance hall pavilion. The planks came from old Luna Park’s dance hall
before it was torn down. In front of the buildings, very close to the road,
were the well and pump. One can still see evidence of the well and pump
today. The bridge which forded the stream provided a walkway to an open
dance area and to the hillside on the other side. At the entrance to the
park were western-style ranch gates. Most of Mrs. Scarpete’s customers
were church and social groups.

Nk

GOLDEN GLENS DANCE HALL was part of Silver Creek
FPark, or as it was later called, Golden Glens Picnic Grove
The park, which was in use from the [920% through the
1950%, was on Egbert Road, southeast of today’s Bridal Veil
Falls parking areq. (Date of photograph unknown)
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As the years went by five of Kydan and Josephine’s children divided up
and purchased the bulk of the family land, and eventually, the remaining

20 acres were put on the market. Two of the daughters, Lucy Spoto and
Marie Morrison, developed Kydan Lane.

Throughout the years several Scarpete descendants built homes for
themselves and settled on family land: Grandson Albert Spoto and his
wife, Alice, have lived at 7060 Walton Road since 1947; Granddaughter
Beverly Sirna and her husband, Leo, have resided at 18171 Kydan Lane
since 1967; and from the mid 1960’ until the mid 1980%, granddaughter
Jane Barker lived at 13265 Kydan Lane.

In 1947 Lillian Kral purchased the 0ld Silver homestead and twenty
acres of land that included Golden Glens Picnic Grove. By that time the
farmfields were abandoned, the trees in the orchard were at the end of
their fruit-bearing years and the old house was in need of major repair.

For a number of years Kral enjoyed the work involved with renting out
Golden Glens. She sponsored a couple dances, advertising the events in
local newspapers and fliers sent to nearby organizations and businesses.
The park was more often used by local groups for clambakes and picnics.
The Walton Hills Rangers held a few events there, including a Halloween
Party The Walton Hills Women’s Club held its organizational meeting at
Golden Glens on August 29, 1951 and Cub Scout Pack #417 occasionally
met there in 1955. Finally, when the clean-up and the work of keeping the
grounds in shape became a chore, the business was abandoned and the
buildings were razed around 1960,

With L. 8. Conelly’s assistance, Lillian Kral developed Kral Drive in
1960. The roadway follows the northern ridge paralleling South Branch of
Deerlick Creek, and is on the site of the old gypsy camp. When the writer
and her family lived at 7060 Kral Drive from 1961 to 1968, they frequently
found old bottles discarded by the gypsies and Golden Glens picnicers.
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