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These men derive [:‘»I?asure and educational benefit from their hol
i fact_ that the civilization of this continent has devel
;)1;1 Indian paths, A study of these paths is a history of
as come since then, but of much that has one before
Id of knowledge t : : 5 wh
Ithas bee:} found that a Delaware Indian village existed on the site
fdllow'_Statmn: southeast of Cleveland., Mr. F. M. Barton discovered
1 hgre by polfmg about with a stick. First he unearthed some ashes
H ]:I;i tf)_l?urted gfaottery and also to a-skeleton with an Indian pipe
1g the insignia of the turtle, proving the old village to have b
:d by the Delaware tribe. ¢ cen e
on the Tuttle farm in the same vicinity a big stone was run into

: plowing., Investigations are being made In the ho i 1
o s, gati are b - pe of finding an

thy.
oped along
not only of

but It is such
hat is open to the pathfinders, and which they ac~

‘Another object of the association is th
.n;;m;‘s of streams in Ohio. Many of these are Indian names, or
¢ lndian names. Some of them have been changed by stccessive

ian and Caucasian settlers Ith
? : . as been found that ther
e’ three Miami rivers in O e o e ome

raint not called the “muddy”
the De Saguin,

,Evfentaglly, it is the plan of th
trails with suitable plates. The engineering contingent is contindally

& il h
. ¥ I
103(! on Chaits Whlc W‘lu eveﬂtuaﬁ f()[ Tl ti]e most C()‘mpiete map

The members have alread
% They use large alum
g screwed to trees and h

In the woods and on
itly come upon these plates.
The members are tracing the trails from Pittshurgh to Cleveland and E
ward, .an'd from Akron and other peoints northward to Cleveland
\H this just as the result of a hobby, ,
besides, says Secretary Allen, “the w

¥ traced some of the trails and have marked

allding’s good for us fellows.”
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Clevelanders Mark Old Indian Trails

.GROUP of Cleveland men has ‘organized the Indian Pathfinders'
Association, hecause its object is to find Indian paths or Indian

s the tracing of the origination of |

hio and that the Cuyahega (by heroic
Cuyahoga) has been calted White River |

€ association to personally mark the |

im_lm plates for the marking, these plates |’
aving ont them wording that tefls their pus- | i
the farms in northern Ohio persons occa- ¢

undeniably most interesting; : I’

trails.

Some of the oldest and most important of these trails are right here

in Ohio.
interested in.
~and, armed with the power of ob-
servation, deive into the early his-
tory of this continent by means of
actual field work. Oftentimes they
have been mistaken for tramps and
set upon by dogs.
have they come upon new sources
of information; )

While wondering about near
Earlville, Ohio, Inquiries were
made of a farmer who subsequently
proved to be a collector of interest-
ing Indian relics ke had picked up
on the trail which ran through his
farm. The farmer was approached
whife driving cows by Pathfinder
R. K. Pelton. They got to rem-
iniscing, whereupon it turned out
that they were on the very spoi
where Mr. Pelion, when a farmer
boy, had met the farmer driving
cows just forty years betore.

Mr. Pelton wears an arrow-
head fob of Tennessee jasper,
found at Brecksville. It proves, in-

cidentally, that Indians from Tennessee passed through.
He has been trying to find arrow-

didn't find the arrowhead himself.

As frequently .

These are the trails the Indian Pathfinders are most directly
On opportune occasions they don hiking paraphernalia

MR. ELMER B. WHIGHT AN ENTHUS!-
ASTIC INDIAN PATHFINDER

Mr. Pelton

heads for forty years, but has been unsuccessful. Some of the members,
according to the trail-hunters, have a sixth sense by means of which they

locate objects underfoot.

Thus while Mr. V. D, Aﬁen_. a member of the association, picked u

valuable specimens from about a

tree. to which one of the path-

finders’ identifyving tablets was be-

ing fastened at Northfield, Mr. Pel-

ton couldn't locate an arrowhead.

First, the present members of

the Pathfinders’ Association delved

individually into the extraordinary

love of early American and Ohio

‘history, merely as a personal hob-
" by Then, as they came across
brother travelers on the highways

of Indian history and history of

Tndian highways, they banded to-

gether for the enlargement of their

facilities for research.

o The charter members of the
association were Mr. Elmer D.
Wight, presideut of the associa-
~ tion and a Cleveland surveyor; Mr.
Virgil D, Allen, secretary, an en-

‘gineer; Mr. R, K. Pelton, manager
~ of the Rose estate; Mr. F. M. Bar-
" ton, book publisher, and Attorney
 De Lo E. Mook, the hoy scout
‘- commissioner, '

MR, F. M. BARTON, A CHLARTEL MEM-
BER PATH.

ROOFTHE ENDIAN 1%
FINDERS ASSOCIATION



WM INDIAN PATHFINDERS' ASSCCTATION
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Defore the coming of the White Man, the For-
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D

cebs of Ohile were itraversed hy aths, or Whalls,
raﬂ? of which wore used as main lines of Lravel
Tor cvn{ur:cusmome unqheqiwonabTv O?lg?ﬂuuiﬂﬂ

in the days of the mound bulilders,

A1l the imporiant Indian villares were 1o
cntad on, or c¢lose Lo these naths, and llkewise
&8171 the eventy connected with ths pessing of
the Indian and the coming of the “hite Han
Wors com*quIGO hy tha noths,

Proctically every milliary expoditlon of
Fate and 1822 wars followed these waths
© the enrly forts were Dulll at
v commander ene or mors of them.
a urnowladge of these naths is of firat
Lo the student of early Ohio history.
Yo man of Chio sxishts, which shows wlhh any
g 2 of mccuracy Lne locatlon of ihaso naths,
routbes of pilitary oxpeditions
The Eﬁdlan ?“u';inﬂe_s? Lanoclaticon of {lavge
land is 0?531 ed Tor the purncee of locating,
anentin PPGOW@LHC thess paths and the hig-
] conneotad with thewm,

Creanlzsation.

The organlzailion shall consist of a Prosie-
dent, Secrebary, Trossurer and itwe Dirsciors,
alected annually, who shall be sulhorized to
trancsach the business of the organization dure
ing the intervals hetween mesltings.
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P. 'P. Cherwvy, (o A na R
Akron,0. R 6~ s

Deary S1v:— ‘
The follo'win, named gentlowen having all resd Your
Portass Path and being much intsrested, instructed and stlmulated
theravy, have Tormed the ‘
' Indlan rath Pinders
Assocliastlion Ho.l.
Cleveland, Onhio,
vize virsil D.Allen, Comrr oFf Bulldings Clevaland.
rred M., Barton, Puvililisher
Jhas.0re, Bx~-Director Punlic achools ™
Timer 2, Wight, Civil Engineo W
snd Russell k., Pelion, the welbape,
de hsve zlready Tound the locztion at Pinker:s Cresk,
guyzhogs Counsy, of the settlement of ithe moravisn or Ohwpristian
Indlens in 1786 ond ore prepsring an accuiube ws posulule nap of
all’ the Indlen tralls or waths of northesuteoin Qhilo. #He &re
hsviny aslondld succ=s:, e hone o si=ct tableds at nolnis
theror in (ovshosa County,and to interesst the public in sueh

‘matters Yo think thad rive men who are achil &, congenlsl snd

mutuzlly interested,ars enough for any County assoclsilon.

My friend Mp. W. 8. Kent of Kent, Ohio, 15 much interested
and. i1l no doubs form an assoclation ob Kent of five men vor |
Portsis Countyysnd aa You well know the "Standing Stoner In Lhe
ouvshogza river st Xent was the crossing place of an anclent Indlsn
Trgil caaing up from the Mahoning RivVeR countyy Assoclation
No.2 will be Tormed vy Tive gentlemen In xQungstowQ,and I write to
ask 1T vou will kindly Le enough dnferested to Torn lio. 3 1n
skront I feel sure that wy frlend Mz, Cash and threes oihers whomn
you ¢an sugpest will Joln vou. ‘

In resding the history of Indlon Petihs In ohio Ly arthur
Hurloert I Tind in a oot note iy indebtedness Tor information
furnished by John Iovey of Akron. Ac this wos weliten abous
twelve Vesls ago Mr. lovey may heve pasced over the Grost ivide,

Onn I hear from vou 1f vou are lntersassted and gre-tly
otlize o I cun ¢ive you zdditionzl ilnTormation, #e wlil il feel
very gratatul 1f vou c¢sn help us,

Yours tiily,
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THE STATE OF OHIO ) ‘ S
CUYAHOGA COUNTY. ) ss.

" Elmer B. Wight of the Clt.y of Gleveland, in said county,

‘heing duly sworn, says:

That shout thirty~fiva years &go, Mr, John Geisendorfer,
who at that time was an old man accompanied me to his farm which
was a part of Tract 3, Lots 18, 24 -and 30 of Independence Township,
and by word of mouth imparted to me the traditlon as hergin set forth

.ané which relates to the large Sycemore Tree near the River Road and

directly west of the confluence of the Cuyshoge River and Tinkers
Creek: -

"PTIGKIM'S SYCAMMMWE

v In 1786 this tree sheltered
: Moravian Missionaries, while
in council, after disembark-
ing from cenoes on nearby
Cuyahopa hiver. Pllgerruh
Village occupled site of an
Ottawa Indian town on platsau
above Canal and Lunham Koads™

- . - - :

Sworn to bhefore me and subscrlbeo in my prasence, this " 6th
day of March,1930.

and further saith hot.
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REBERT RURNS JR

ta4lrd KENNEPDOWMN AV

CLEVELAND OFIO 44137
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