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Mayorôs Message 

I hope you all had 
an enjoyable sum-
mer!  I am happy 
to report that the 
Village Hall is 
once again open 
on Fridays.  

 

The Cuyahoga 
County Board of 

Elections is reducing and restructuring 
the precincts in most municipalities in 
the County, including Walton Hills. The 
number of precincts for our community 
will be reduced from three to two.  Pre-
cinct A will have 1,008 voters and Pre-
cinct B will have 1,004 voters.  Upon 
completion of the precinct restructuring 
process, the  Board of Elections will 
conduct the appropriate voter education 
for those voters affected by precinct 
changes.   
 
As a part of my initiative to prevent 
identity theft, we will be offering the  
Paper Shredding / Food Donation 
Program once again on Saturday, Oc-

tober 17th from 9:00 a.m. to 12 p.m. at 
the Village Hall, rain or shine.  Resi-
dents and Village businesses will have 
a chance to dispose of old financial 
statements, tax forms, bills, medical 
records and other paper without worry-
ing about identify theft or the effect of 
dumping paper into the environment.  A 
powerful, mobile shredding truck will 
provide quick, confidential destruction 
and recycling of up to six banker / file 
boxes or 12 full grocery bags per 
household/business.  Staples and pa-
per clips are permitted.  Proof of resi-

Marlene B. Anielski 

dency or a business card will be re-
quired.  Check the Village website for 
a list of acceptable items for shred-
ding.  There will be no charge with a 
donation of one of the following items 
for our food pantry, which assists resi-
dents who have been affected by the 
economic times: boxed cereals, pasta, 
pasta sauce, paper products or toilet-
ries.  Without a donation, the cost is 
$5 per resident  /  business.   
 

We are getting ready to launch the 
National League of Cities (NLC) Pre-
scription Discount Card Program.  
Residents who are without health in-
surance or a traditional pharmacy 
benefit plan, or have prescriptions not 
covered by insurance have a solution 
to obtain medications at a discount.  
The NLC Prescription Discount Card 
Program, in collaboration with CVS 
Caremark, can save an average of 
20% off the full retail cost of prescrip-
tion medication.  There will be no fees, 
no restrictions and no limits on how 
often the card may be used.  Most ma-
jor retail pharmacy chains such as 
Walgreens, CVS, Wal-Mart and Rite 
Aid, as well as the pharmacies at 
Marcôs, Giant Eagle and Target, ac-
cept this card.  This plan is not insur-
ance, it is a prescription discount pro-
gram that provides immediate dis-
counts at the pharmacy. The card can-
not be used in conjunction with other 
insurance.  Prescription discount cards  
will be available at the Village Hall 
around October 26th.      
 

Please join us for our Veterans Day 
observance on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 11th at 12:00 p.m. at the Village 
Hall.  We are looking for veteran vol-
unteers to participate in our program.   
Have a safe fall and winter season! 

Vol. I, Issue IV  4th Quarter 2009  

The Official Quarterly Publication of the Village of Walton Hills  

- - - - - - - - - 

 



  Page 2 

www.waltonhillsohio.gov  

Connection  

Council Information Corner  

COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Brian Spitznagel, President Pro Tem 

Chair of Building & Land, Education and 
Finance Committees 
 440-439-1609 

 440-232-7800 ext 4579 
 spitznagelb@waltonhillsohio.gov 
 

William Allen 
Chair of Safety & Insurance Committee   

 440-232-9466  
 440-232-7800 ext 4587  
 allenw@waltonhillsohio.gov 
 

Don Kolograf  
Chair of Recreation & Community Life 
Committee 

 440-439-6109 
 440-232-7800 ext 4567 
 kolografd@waltonhillsohio.gov 
 

Denny Linville 

Chair of Street & Utilities Committee 
 440-439-2675 
 440-232-7800 ext 4577 
 linvilled@waltonhillsohio.gov 

 

Leslie Sheeler 
Chair of Beautification Committee 

 440-232-5834 
 440-232-7800 ext 4578 

 sheelerl@waltonhillsohio.gov 

 

Madeline Timm 
 440-232-8478 
 440-232-7800 ext 4580 

 timmm@waltonhillsohio.gov 

Legislation Approved June 16, 2009  

Ordinance 2009 -12 ï Updates the General Fee Schedule 
for planning, zoning and building.  Adopted 5-0 

Ordinance 2009 -18 ï Appropriates funds for engineering 
services within Capital Improvement Fund.  Adopted 5-0. 

Ordinance 2009 -19 - Modifies the Community Room rental 
fee.  Adopted 5-0. 
 
Ordinance 2009 -20 - Modifies the T.G. Young Park rental 
fee.  Adopted 5-0. 
 
Resolution 2009 -11 - Adopts the tax budget for the fiscal 
year of 2010.  Enacted 4-1 (Yes WA, DK, LS, BS; No DL).   
 
Resolution 2009 -12 - Authorizes the agreement for crack 
sealing of Village streets.  Adopted 5-0. 
 
Resolution 2009 -13 - Authorizes the agreement for strip-
ing of Village streets. Adopted 5-0. 

 

Legislation Approved August 4, 2009  

Ordinance 2009 -21 ï Allows the Villageôs legislative au-
thority to consider an application to sell or offer alcoholic 
beverages on a case-by-case basis at T.G. Young Park at 
its next regular or special Council meeting.  Enacted 4-2 
(Yes WA, DK, LS, BS; No DL, MT). 

Ordinance 2009 -22 - Appropriates funds for security cam-
eras to be utilized within the community.  Adopted 6-0. 

Legislation Removed From the Agenda  

Ordinance 2009 -16 - Taxes lottery, gambling and sports 
winnings and games of chance. 

May 19, 2009 (Yes DK, DL, LS, BS; No WA) 

June 16, 2009 (Yes WA, DK, DL, BS; No LS) 

August 4, 2009 (Yes DK, DL, BS, MT; No WA, LS) 

POLICE CHIEF GARY RHINES IS HONORED ON COMMUNITY DAY  

On July 5, 2009, Police Chief Gary Rhines demonstrated an exceptional presence of mind as he assisted an 
unconscious motorist whose car caught on fire after hitting a guard rail.  He broke the window and pulled the 
driver out before the car became fully engulfed in flames.  He prevented a tragedy from occurring and was hon-
ored for his act of courage on Community Day.  Pictured below, Mayor Anielski presents Chief Rhines with a 
proclamation and a life saving medal as well as commendations from Senator Voinovich, Congressman La-
Tourette, Senator Patton and Representative Mandel (left).  Nick DiMarco, President of the Fraternal Order of 
Police of Ohio, presents Chief Rhines with a commendation and a commemorative clock (center). Chief Rhines 
happily poses with Mayor Anielski 
and his proud mother, Margaret 
(right). Chief Rhines maintains 
that he was just doing the job for 
which he was trained, but we see 
him as our hometown hero!  
Good work Chief!   

mailto:spitznagelb@waltonhillsohio.gov
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NIXLE is here in Walton Hills!  
 

The Walton Hills Police Department as well as 
the entire administration is using a new network 
for getting information out to residents and 
business partners in Walton Hills.  The system 
is a great feature used by many police agen-
cies and communities across the country.  It 
puts out information in a timely manner to keep 

us informed of what is happening in our area.   
 

Nixle is a free service that allows you to re-
ceive trusted, up-to-the-minute, neighborhood 

information for where you live, work, visit, or 
for where your family and friends are lo-
c a t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y .  

You choose the information you want, 
for the locations you  want, from urgent 
public safety alerts to less time sensitive  
advisories and community information.  

You choose how you want to receive 
the information, whether it is over your cell 
phone by text message, by email, or over 
the web. 

You stay connected to what is hap-
pening in the communities  and the loca-
t ions that a re relevant to  you!  

Registration is FREE, SIMPLE, and 

SECURE. 
 

Go to our website and 
click on Nixle and register 
today.  All departments will 
begin implementation of 
this network beginning Oc-
tober 1, 2009.  Please log 
on and view the tutorial 
today!   
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Walton Hills Police Department  

Gary Rhines, Police Chief  

Aro is in the Neighborhood  
 

The Walton Hills Police Depart-
ment would like to introduce you 
to its newest edition - welcome 
Aro!  Aro is a K-9 German Shep-
herd who was born in February of 
2008 in Slovakia, which is also 
where he was bred.      
 

Aro was paid for by fines and court ordered forfei-
tures from those who abuse drugs and alcohol and 
who were arrested for abuse of the same.  The 
money generated is forwarded into the Law En-
forcement Trust Fund, a designated fund set up by 
the State.  It allows local municipalities to purchase 
educational materials, equipment, and other related 
necessities  to help fight the war on drugs and other 
law enforcement related obligations. 
 

Aro is on patrol with Officer Joe Morgan. Officer 
Morgan has gone through many hours of intense 
training with Aro and has completed both national 
and state qualifications. Aro is very well trained in 
tracking, narcotics detection, area and building 
searches and handler protection.  He has already 
had some very successful call-outs.  The master 
trainer states that he will continue training Aro along 
with Officer Morgan on an ongoing basis.    

 

Baker - Sergeant Pete Kanjuka  
 

Sergeant Kanjuka temporarily traded in his police 
uniform for a bakerôs jacket when he agreed to pre-
pare his famous ñDeluxe Party Dessertò for the 
Mayorsô Dessert Cup Challenge, a highlight of the 
Taste of Cleveland event held over Labor Day 
weekend. Mayor Anielski was the reigning cham-
pion, winning last year with a yummy dessert from 
Tinkers Creek Road Tavern.  Although Sgt. Kan-
jukaôs masterpiece did not place this year, he had 
fun participating in the event.  Pictured below left, 
Sergeant Kanjuka and Mayor Anielski appear on 
the Fox 8 morning show.  Below right, Sgt. Kanjuka 
prepares his delicious dessert for the competition.  
Doesnôt his creation look simply marvelous? 

 

 

Fourth Quarter 2009  

 

CODE RED:  Emergency information only  via 
           phone . 
NIXLE:            Any village information  by text,          
           email or over the web.  
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weeks for building plan approvals, paying exorbi-
tant fees and having to schedule inspections 
weeks in advance.  Customer service to our busi-
nesses will be outstanding, our fees lower and 
our response time immediate. Using those same 
numbers from 2003 to date, the potential savings 
to our business owners could be over $14,000.  
Itôs a winïwin situation and it represents a chal-
lenge which we enthusiastically accept.  
 

Remember, I ask that all homeowners be aware 
that youôre not saving any money if you pull the 
permit for your contractor.  Please  make sure you 
have the permit in your hand PRIOR to having 
any work started. 
 

Please be advised that, in accordance with the 
Walton Hills Codified Ordinances, all property 
owners are responsible for maintaining and 
cutting the  lawn  area  within  the public right - 
of -way (also known as the tree lawn).  The Vil-
lage does not maintain this area.   
 

 

Ongoing improvements in the Building Depart-
ment are essential; reaching out to our Walton 
Hills businesses has now become our top priority.  
In the best interest of our community, we are 
proud to say that on August 14, 2009, our plans to 
become certified to issue permits and perform in-
spections in our commercial, business and indus-
trial districts has been approved by the State.  In 
the past whenever work was performed in these 
areas, the State of Ohio Bureau of Industrial Com-
pliance had total control.  Permit fees that were 
paid to the State from 2003 to date totaled over 
$71,000.  This is revenue that could have re-
mained right here in Walton Hills!   Furthermore, 
the turnaround time for permit applications and 
inspections will be immediate due to our pres-
ence.  We now have the ability to assist our busi-
nesses from the start of the permit process to the 
final inspection.  No more walking commercial 
building plans through Akron or Columbus, waiting 

Building Department  

Joseph Voros, Chief Building Official 

and Zoning Inspector 

Dana Pinkert 

Business Manager  

Thanks to all of the businesses that have participated 
in the Business Advisory Board. Your input and sug-
gestions are valuable and appreciated.  The Walton 
Hills administration continues to encourage communi-
cation to and from our business community.  
 
Mayor Anielski and the economic development team, 
which includes myself, Shawn Ferguson and Jason 
Laver, continually monitor our business district and 
search for ways to increase the diversity of business 
in Walton Hills.  We have hosted discussions regard-
ing available land and have followed up on vacant 
property in Walton Hills.  Many times proposals donôt 
come to fruition and those that do take time to imple-
ment or realize any benefits. 
 
For example, you may have noticed the ñNPKò sign on 
the front of the building at 7515 Northfield Road.  Al-
though it appears the building has been vacant for a 
substantial amount of time, the reality is that NPK has 
been renovating the building the majority of 2009.  

NPK is relocating some of their operations in 
order to consolidate in Walton Hills.  Walton 
Hills should realize the benefit from this pro-
ject early in 2010.  Although we want you to 
be as informed as possible, many times 
businesses request anonymity & premature 
announcements could hinder any projects 
that are being considered in Walton Hills. 
 

The Village of Walton Hills modified the zon-
ing code, which will allow more flexibility for 
business owners as well as more diversity of 
business in Walton Hills. The changes were 
a result of a comprehensive study and 
evaluation of the zoning code.  In July, the 
Walton Hills Planning Commission voted to 
accept proposed changes to the zoning 
code.  The amendments were approved by 
the legislative authority on September 15, 
2009.  Coincidently, this is in conjunction 
with our Building Department becoming cer-
tified to issue permits and perform inspec-
tions in the commercial, business and indus-
trial districts.   
 
 

Connection  

www.waltonhillsohio.gov  

 

Remember to change the batteries in 
your smoke alarm & change your air 
filter when you turn your clocks back  
at 2:00 a.m. on November 1st! 
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As any investor knows, diversification is a key 
to controlling risks.  In order to understand the 
appropriate diversification, the nature of the 
risks needs to be understood.  The same can 
be said about municipal revenues.  Typically 
the two major revenue sources for municipali-
ties are income taxes and property taxes.  
 
In reviewing the ten largest cities in Cuyahoga 
County for 2007, the ratio of income tax dol-
lars collected to property and other tax dollars 
collected was a little over 3 to 1.  For that 
same year, the Villageôs income tax to prop-
erty tax ratio was nearly 55 to 1.  Adding fur-
ther vulnerability to the Villageôs dependency 
on income tax is that the majority of income 
tax revenues are derived from a few busi-
nesses. 
 
Back in 2006, the Villageôs total revenues ap-
proximated $6 million.  Of this amount, income 
tax collections of approximately $4.5 million 
comprised 75% of the total revenues.  Almost 
98% of the income tax revenues are derived 
from Walton Hills businesses through payroll 
taxes and net profit taxes.  Fast forward to the 
halfway point in 2009 and the Village is look-
ing at a 33% reduction in income tax collec-
tions and a 25% reduction in total revenues.  
Based on the first half collections in 2009, the 
top 30 businesses in Walton Hills will remit 
$1.6 million less to the Village in 2009 than in 
2006. 
 
The Village can weather such a large de-
crease with its fund balance reserves only for 
a few years. Unless the economy significantly 
improves, the Village will be seriously chal-
lenged in balancing its budget. Currently, the 
Village is working within its own tidy budget 
and saving money where it can, but it is far 
from making up the decrease of $1.5 million in 
income tax revenue. It is relying on its fund 
balance reserves that hovered occasionally 
over $10 million during this decade.  
 
The fund balance was still a respectable $9.6 

million to start the 2008 year.  During the year, in-
come tax revenues began to slide and certain big 
ticket capital projects took hold such as the ñWalton 
Road Improvement Projectò. The Village found it-
self with a $7.8 million fund balance to start the 
2009 year and it is estimated that the Village will 
end the 2009 year with a $6.4 million balance.  
 

Compared to other communities, the Villageôs fund 
balance reserves are very strong, but when viewed 
with the current imbalance between revenues and 
expenditures, the balance can be quickly depleted 
in several years. 
 

This brings us to the upcoming 2010 budget and 
beyond.  The Administration and Village Council 
will be challenged in addressing the current budg-
etary imbalance, considering alternative revenue 
enhancements and evaluating expenditure reduc-
tions.  
 

The Villageôs investments historically produce the 
second largest revenue stream next to income 
taxes for the Village.  Approximately two-thirds of 
the Villageôs funds are and will be yielding an aver-
age return rate of 4.5% for the 2009 fiscal year.  
Most of these twoïyear investments were entered 
into during the first half of 2008.  Currently, the ma-
jority of the interest rates being offered for one to 
two year investments are less than 1.0%.   
 

In other news, the Cuyahoga County Auditorôs Of-
fice recently mailed to all property owners an up-
date of property values.  State law requires a trien-
nial update in between the reappraisals that occur 
every six years.  Overall, property values will be 
reduced by 9% in Walton Hills.  This does not guar-
antee a reduction in your property tax of 9% due to 
the complexity of certain mills which guarantee a 
fixed amount of revenue. If you have any ques-
tions, you may call the Countyôs Homeownerôs Hot-

line at (216) 443-HOME. 

www.waltonhillsohio.gov  

Finance Department  

Vic Nogalo, Fiscal Officer 

Fourth Quarter 2009  

 
 

 

Walton Hills businesses and organizations can 

get a link to their website on  òAround Townó 

on  the Walton Hills  website at no cost.   

Contact  the webmaster for details.  

webmaster@waltonhillsohio.gov  



 

This summer was a bit more challenging than 
past summers.  Not only were we operating 
within a reduced work week, we did not get our 
anticipated seasonal employees from the 
County.  In spite of all of this, we were still able 
to complete the majority of work list items on our 
agenda.  I hope we performed all of our various 
service related duties to the level of satisfaction 
that all residents have come to expect from our 
dedicated and hard-working employees. 

As we put our mowers and summer equipment 
back in storage, we will be preparing ourselves 
and equipment to battle fallen leaves and snow 
much sooner than we would like!  Our brush-
chipping program ends on Monday, October 5th.  
Our leaf pick-up program is scheduled to begin 
on or about the following Monday, October 12th.    

Dan Stucky, Street Commissioner 
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 Service Department  

 
WHEN YOUR PET GOES ON THE LAWN, REMEMBER IT  

                    DOESNôT JUST GO ON THE LAWN! 
 

When our pets leave those little surprises, rain washes all that pet waste 
and bacteria into our storm drains and then pollutes our waterways.  So 
what do we do?  Simple.  Dispose of it properly (preferably in the toilet).  

Then that little surprise gets treated like it should. 

What's the problem with pet waste?  

It's a health risk to pets and people, especially children. It's a nuisance in 

our neighborhoods.  Pet waste is full of bacteria that can make people sick. 

If it's washed into the storm drain, the waste enters our water with no treat-

ment.  Bacteria found in pet waste can make it unsafe for people to swim or 

fish in affected waterways. 

 

How can you get rid of pet waste and help keep our waters clean?  

Scoop it up and flush it down the toilet. That's best because then your community sewage treat-

ment plant or your septic system treats the pet waste.  Seal the waste in a plastic bag and throw it 

in the garbage.  Bury small quantities in your yard where it can decompose slowly.  Dig a hole 

one foot deep. Put three to four inches of waste at the bottom of the hole.  Cover the waste with 

at least eight inches of soil.  Bury the waste in several different locations in your yard and keep it 

away from vegetable gardens.   

 

           This information provided by Tinkers Creek Watershed Partners.  

Connection  

This winter we will hopefully not have to contend 
with a shortage of available road salt like last 
year.  This season we are signed up under the 
Ohio Department of Transportationôs (ODOT) 
salt contract.   We will continue to implement our 
limited salting program that we started last win-
ter.  This new program worked well and will con-
tinue to save both money and the environment. 

 
 

  SNOWPLOW APPLICATIONS  

 
 

Senior and handicapped snowplow 
applications are available at the 
Village Hall or on the village website.  Appli-
cations will also be distributed at 50 Plus Club 
meetings and senior luncheons.   

October 5th - Brush Chipping Ends  

October 12th  - Leaf Pickup Begins 
(Approximate Date)  


